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Peter Pan, Wright State University 

Every year, anxious parents ask me to address their apprehension over the relevance of a college 

education in theater. A tough question, but an understandable concern. 

As parents consider the high costs of college tuition, they want to be sure their student is getting 

an effective education that will serve them after graduation. They often tell me they want 

something their child can “fall back on” if a life in the theater doesn’t work out. 

 

After all, performing arts graduates enter a career field with a 

notoriously high percentage of unemployment. Finding consistent and 

sustainable work as an actor, dancer, or singer is enormously 

challenging. There are so few jobs to go around, and many of them are 

transient. 

 

Additionally, there are many professional performers who either didn’t go to college or who have 

degrees in fields other than theater, making it difficult for some parents to understand that 

performing is a craft that must be learned. Yes, some professional performers are lucky, and a 

select few may have been born with natural talent, but for the vast majority, training and 

education in the craft is necessary. So let me give parents three things to consider that might put 

their mind at ease. 

http://www.mactheatre.com/
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1. A college degree in the performing arts is nothing to be afraid of. The completion of a BA, 

BFA, or BM degree is a proud accomplishment and can equip graduates with confidence, 

flexibility, creative thinking, global perspectives, great people skills, and the ability to be 

an effective leader or entrepreneur. A degree in theater is a solid degree that can lay the 

foundation for any number of pursuits, not just performing 

2. Think for moment about how many of your adult friends are working in the field in which 

they got their undergraduate degree. Probably very few, right? 

There’s no way to be sure what your student will ultimately decide to do with his or her 

performing arts degree. Maybe she’ll pursue a related field such as teaching drama, 

producing, writing, or casting. Or he might take a different career path and go to law 

school. Or maybe she’ll become the next Sutton Foster. Whatever the outcome, there’s 

no way to predict the future. So let your performer do this now: a true interest in and love 

for the subject will all but guarantee a focused, engaged student. 

3. Your child has a passion, be grateful for that. Students will make better grades in college 

and have a more positive, meaningful, and beneficial college experience if they study 

what they love. After all, college is about spreading your wings and making new 

discoveries about yourself and the world around you. Students will be hungrier for 

knowledge if they’re not held back from pursuing a dream. 

So parents, don’t fear the pursuit of a performing arts degree. Follow your student’s anthem and 

let them be joyous, brave, and themselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mactheatre.com/


 

 6 www.mactheatre.com 

 

No, No Nanette, Wright State University 

To help you out during the college audition season, here’s a list of some commonly used terms 

that are often thrown around. You might call this collection the nomenclature of the college 

audition process, so if you hear or read these words used within the audition language idiom and 

are too embarrassed to ask the meaning, don’t worry. Let’s de-mystify the officialese! 

BFA: Bachelor of Fine Arts degree 

MFA: Master of Fine Arts degree 

BA: Bachelor of Arts degree 

BM: Bachelor of Music degree 

AA: Associate of Arts certificate 

http://www.mactheatre.com/
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Prescreen: Digital audition submission to determine if you are granted a live audition 

Tracks: Recorded playback piano accompaniment 

Combo: Brief dance choreography taught to usually 6-4 eight counts of music 

Adjustment: When an auditor gives you a re-direction of your monologues or songs in the 

audition room 

Conservatory: A college for the study of the performing arts where nearly all classes focus on 

practical performance training 

Conservatoy-style: A program for the study of the performing arts where practical performance 

training classes are supplemented by general education classes that usually make up about one-

quarter of students' credits 

Common App: The undergraduate college admission application available to apply to any of 693 

member colleges 

Gap Year: When a student decides to take off a year before applying or re-auditioning for college 

programs 

Early Decision (ED): A binding early offer of admission to a college 

Early Action (EA): A non-binding early offer of admission to a college 

Rolling Admission: Programs that make offers as they audition, rather than waiting until all 

auditions have been completed 

Redirect: When college admission offers you a spot into a major other than the one for which 

you auditioned 

Deferral: When a college program is holding their decision about your audition status until a later 

date 

Waitlist: Students listed who are stand bys after a college program has made first round offers 

FAFSA: An acronym for the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

CSS: An acronym for College Scholarship Service, a financial aid profile from the College Board 

NACAC: An acronym for the National Association Of College Admission Counseling 

Reply-By Date: May 1st is the national deadline to put a deposit on a college 

http://www.mactheatre.com/
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The Wiz, Carnegie Mellon University 

Sooner or later, any serious singing actor faces the College Question – should I study musical 

theater in college? And what do I have to do to get into my “dream school” and continue my 

journey?  

Recently, I had the opportunity to talk with someone who’s uber-qualified to offer valuable 

advice on this topic: Joe Deer, co-author of Acting In Musical Theatre: A Comprehensive 

Course and author of Directing in Musical Theatre. Joe is Distinguished Professor of Musical 

Theatre and Director of the Musical Theatre Initiative at Wright State University, where he heads 

http://www.mactheatre.com/
http://www.joedeer.net/Joe_Deer/HOME.html
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the BFA Musical Theater Program. He’ll be offering a workshop at the upcoming Educational 

Theatre Association (EdTA) National Conference in Cincinnati for high school teachers who want 

to help their students prepare for college auditions. He had a ton of valuable advice about every 

aspect of preparing for college auditions. 

 

Let’s start with the big question: do you want to study musical theater 

in college? Do you think that making, performing and teaching theater 

is likely to be an important part of your life for years to come? Then it’s 

smart to continue your training with qualified educators, and college is 

a great place to do that. Nowadays, college is the “default” option for 

students considering a professional career performing in musical 

theater, and nearly every artist on a professional stage has a college 

degree on their CV. A good college experience will equip you with 

valuable tools and techniques, broaden your understanding of the arts 

and the world in general, and introduce you to fellow artists who are 

likely to become your lifelong friends and collaborators. It will help 

you make the transition from “student” to “professional” by providing 

career skills and networking opportunities. 

 

It’s still okay, though, to question whether college is your best option. Maybe you’re impatient, 

and full of self-confidence. Maybe you don’t thrive in the classroom environment, or you’re not 

cut out for the “academic” side of college. There may be no good reason not to sally forth and 

begin your career right now. If you’re talented and a marketable “type,” you should give this 

some serious thought. Your youth is potentially one of your biggest assets, and spending the next 

four years in school might be a wasted opportunity. Voice lessons, dance classes and acting 

coaches can all be found outside the walls of the university, and online resources like The SAVI 

Singing Actor are available to provide additional specialized support wherever you are in your 

journey. 

  

http://www.mactheatre.com/
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I’ve found that teenagers who have such a high level of self-possession is the exception, not the 

rule. One of the chief functions of undergraduate school is to provide students with the 

opportunity to finish growing up, in a stimulating and supportive environment. But college isn’t 

cheap, and you should weigh the value of the money that you will spend (and borrow) to attend 

against the value of growing up in the sheltered environment of the university. 

 

Once you’ve decided that college is your path forward, is majoring in musical theater the right 

choice to make? Should you major in theater at a school that gives you a broad range of options 

and electives? Or choose a major in another field that you feel passionately about and study 

theater as an elective or extracurricular option? Each of these paths is a worthy one, and any of 

them could lead you to a role in a Broadway show or a life spent working in the professional 

theater. 

Joe emphasizes the importance of thoughtful planning at the outset of your college search. Do 

you want to perform on a Broadway stage? Run a theater company in your hometown? Write or 

produce original work? Be a teacher? There’s no reason not to dream big at this point in your 

young life; very few people succeed without a big dream to keep them motivated. But it’s crucial 

that you think specifically about your own path, and not follow someone else’s. Take the time to 

consider these options and discuss them with the people you trust most – your friends, your 

teachers, your parents – then choose a degree path that fits with your dream. 

 

If you’ve got your heart set on majoring in theater in college, the next big decision facing you is: 

BA or BFA? Actually, even stating the question that way is a little misleading, since it’s not a simple 

either-or choice between the Bachelor of Arts and the Bachelor of Fine Arts degrees. For musical 

theater, there’s also the BM (Bachelor of Music) route, and there are two-year Associates degrees 

(like the AA) and non-degree options available as well, but with Joe Deer’s help, we’ll tackle the 

controversial “To BFA or not to BFA” decision first. 

College degrees are like recipes, or formulas, that dictate the distribution of credits and 

experiences that you’re likely to have during your time at school. Generally speaking, the BFA is 

more focused and intense. A larger percentage of the credits you take in a BFA program will be 

in the area of your major, and a smaller percentage will be devoted to electives and general 

http://www.mactheatre.com/
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studies (liberal arts or so-called “gen-eds”). In a BA program, a smaller percentage of course 

credits are devoted to the major, leaving you more freedom to explore a broader range of 

subjects and courses. Typically, the BFA requires an audition for admission (in some cases, a very 

competitive one), while the BA does not. 

 

BFA: focused, intense, conservatory, vocational, audition 

BA: broad, exploratory, liberal arts, no audition 

 

The Bachelor of Music degree in musical theater, as its name implies, is a degree offered by a 

music program, and philosophically that means that music is the center of the training. In these 

programs, you’re likely to find more credits devoted to music than to theater or dance. Similar 

ingredients, but a different recipe, somewhere in-between the BFA and the BA. 

Many people think that the BFA is the only way to go if you’re serious about your craft. If you get 

admitted to a BFA program, you’re more likely to be surrounded by serious, talented, highly-

motivated classmates. The fact that these students had to clear the hurdle of a highly competitive 

audition and selection process to gain admission means you’ll be in pretty fierce company. And 

BFA programs tend to put more emphasis on career preparation, including opportunities for 

networking, self-promotion and professional development, which is another plus. But not 

everyone who wants a BFA can get in; most BFA programs have a limited capacity for enrollment. 

Nor can everyone afford them; “name” programs with strong cachet don’t need to offer much in 

the way of “discounts” and scholarships to fill their enrollment quotas, and the sticker price can 

be upwards of $50,000 a year – yikes! 

Plus there is a potential downside that comes with the tightly-focused intensity of a pre-

professional conservatory program. The pressures that come with high standards and a 

competitive student body can be overwhelming for some students. The narrow vocational focus 

of the curriculum often frustrates a student who seeks a broader, richer exploration in their 

undergraduate education. 
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Still, the impression is out there that the BA in theater is for the also-

rans, the ones who aren’t quite good enough or rich enough to get into 

a BFA program. This impression is reinforced by the schools that offer 

a BA-to-BFA track, that is, a curriculum that admits students to a BA 

track and offers them the opportunity to audition (usually in the fourth 

semester) for admission to a more exclusive BFA track. It is Joe’s 

observation that at schools that offer both a BA and a BFA, the 

students in the BA track are likely to find their opportunities (and their 

self-esteem) diminished. 

 

It’s worth pointing out that the lines separating these degree options are blurry. There are BA 

programs with highly accomplished faculty and demanding advanced-level coursework, whose 

graduates are very competitive in the professional employment market. There are BFA programs 

that are increasing the breadth of their offerings, in the belief that students are not optimally 

served by a narrow trade-school orientation in their curriculum. Joe speaks for many educators 

in BFA programs when he observes, “We need to do a better job of encouraging our students’ 

curiosity and thinking of the educational opportunities that college can offer beyond vocational 

training.” 
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John Stefano from Otterbein University created a little quiz to see whether you’re more the BA 

or the BFA type. Try answering the following questions by circling the appropriate number from 

1 to 7, where 1 = strongly disagree and 7 = strongly agree. 

1. I absolutely cannot imagine being anything other than a professional actor. 

strongly disagree 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 strongly agree 

2. I want to learn about as many different subjects as I can in college. 

strongly disagree 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 strongly agree 

3. I am an actor, singer and a dancer, and I want to spend my life performing. 

strongly disagree 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 strongly agree 

4. I really enjoy spending time in classes in literature, history, social science, etc., listening to 

lectures and engaging in discussions. 

strongly disagree 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 strongly agree 

5. Except for being onstage, I’d rather be in dance class, or acting class, or choir than anyplace 

else in the world. 

strongly disagree 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 strongly agree 

6. I need lots of solitary time, to think and to write. 

strongly disagree 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 strongly agree 

7. I need to be active and busy all the time. 

strongly disagree 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 strongly agree 

8. I am really torn between doing a BA or a BFA degree in Theatre. 

strongly disagree 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 strongly agree 
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Add up your scores on the even questions and the odd questions. If your score on the odd-

numbered questions is significantly higher than your score on the even-numbered questions, 

then you’re probably going to be more comfortable in a BFA program. If your even score is 

significantly higher than your odd score, then you probably want to be in a BA program. And if 

your scores are more or less equal, you should examine both options closely, looking for a 

program that gives you the right balance of freedom and focus. 
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What does it take to land a Broadway show? Hard work, talent, luck—all backed up by a good 

education. 

Check them out and see if your school (or the school you’re possibly considering) is on the list!  

1. New York University: Adam Jacobs (Aladdin), Khori Michelle Petinaud (Aladdin), Manoel 

Felciano (Anastasia), Nic Rouleau (The Book of Mormon), Tavi Gevinson (The Cherry Orchard), 

Ian Lassiter (The Cherry Orchard), Carl Hendrick Louis (The Cherry Orchard), Isaiah Johnson (The 

Color Purple), Rosie Benton (Curious Incident), Ben Horner (Curious Incident), Will Roland (Dear 

Evan Hansen), Brandon Uranowitz (Falsettos), Jessica Hecht (Fiddler on the Roof), Karl Kenzler 

(Fiddler on the Roof), David Pittu (Front Page), Gelsey Bell (The Great Comet), Amber Gray 

(The Great Comet), Alex Gibson (TheGreat Comet), Billy Joe Kiessling (The Great Comet), Azudi 

Onyejekwe (The Great Comet), Javier Muñoz (Hamilton), Gerianne Pérez (In Transit), Holly Davis 

(Kinky Boots), Blair Goldberg (Kinky Boots), Ashley Dawn Mortensen (Les Misérables), Rick 

Holmes (Matilda), Nina Lafarga (On Your Feet!), Adam Dannheisser (Oslo), Joseph Siravo (Oslo), 

Katherine Heaton (Phantom of the Opera), Bronson Norris Murphy (Phantom of the Opera), Alex 

Brightman (School of Rock), Jenn Gambatese (School of Rock), Emily Cramer (School of Rock), 

Elizabeth Earley (Something Rotten!), Eric Giancola (Something Rotten!), Ryan VanDenBoom 

(Something Rotten!), Dakin Matthews (Waitress), Thay Floyd (Waitress), Molly Hager (Waitress), 

Molly Jobe (Waitress), Jeremy Morse (Waitress), Dawn E. Cantwell (Wicked), Larkin Bogan 

(Wicked), Josh Daniel Green (Wicked), Marissa Lupp (Wicked), Yanira Marin (Wicked) and Nicky 

Venditti (Wicked). 
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New York University 
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2. College Conservatory of Music (University of Cincinnati): Scott Willis (An American in Paris), 

Christy Altomare (Anastasia), Daniel Torres (Beautiful), Melvin Tunstall (Beautiful), Kimber Sprawl 

(Beautiful), Nikki Renée Daniels (The Book of Mormon), Christine Cornish Smith (Cats), Aaron J. 

Albano (Cats), Jessica Hendy (Cats), Jason Patrick Sands (Chicago), Betsy Wolfe (Falsettos), 

Andrew Chappelle (Hamilton), Alysha Deslorieux (Hamilton), Megan Lawrence (Holiday Inn), Mia 

Gentile (Kinky Boots), Adam Monley (Les Misérables), Will Ray (Les Misérables), Joseph Medeiros 

(Matilda), Sean Montgomery (Matilda), Geoff Packard (Matilda), Blakely Slaybaugh (Paramour), 

Leslie Kritzer (Something Rotten!), Max Clayton (Something Rotten!), Eric Sciotto (Something 

Rotten!), Alex DeLeo (Wicked) and Betsy Werbel (Wicked). 

 

 

College Conservatory of Music (University of Cincinnati) 
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3. The Juilliard School: Nathan Madden (An American in Paris), Gia Mongell (An American in 

Paris), Sam Rogers (An American in Paris), Daniel Breaker (The Book of Mormon), Kolton Krouse 

(Cats), Corey Snide (Cats), Emily Tate (Cats), Richard Todd Adams (Cats), Danielle Brooks (The 

Color Purple), Joaquina Kalukango (The Color Purple), Grasan Kingsberry (The Color Purple), Enid 

Graham (Curious Incident), Tracie Thoms (Falsettos), Ben Rappaport (Fiddler on the Roof), Austin 

Goodwin (Fiddler on the Roof), Marla Phelan (Fiddler on the Roof), Jennifer Zetlan (Fiddler on the 

Roof), Danny Mastrogiorgio (Front Page), Nick Choksi (The Great Comet), Austin Smith 

(Hamilton), Kamille Upshaw (Hamilton), Laura Linney (Little Foxes), Michaeljon Slinger (Matilda), 

Angela Pierce (Oslo) and Amber Pickens (Paramour). 

 

 

The Juilliard School 
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4. University of Michigan: Christy Morton (An American in Paris), Jeremy Davis (Cats), Andy 

Huntington Jones (Cats), Celia Keenan-Bolger (The Cherry Orchard), Kelcy Ann Griffin (Chicago), 

Brian Spitulnik (Chicago), Bre Jackson (The Color Purple), Jennifer Laura Thompson (Dear Evan 

Hansen), Samantha Massell (Fiddler on the Roof), Nick Gaswirth (The Great Comet), Will Burton 

(Holiday Inn), Shina Ann Morris (Holiday Inn), Travis Ward-Osborne (Holiday Inn), Laurel Harris 

(In Transit), Alex Finke (Les Misérables), Cathryn Basile (Les Misérables), Desi Oakley (Les 

Misérables), Rachel Eskenazi-Gold (Phantom of the Opera), Paul A. Schaefer (Phantom of the 

Opera), Max Kumangai (Waitress), Ryan Vasquez (Waitress) and Hannah Shankman (Wicked). 

 

 

University of Michigan 
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5. Carnegie Mellon University: Daisy Hobbs (Aladdin), Tommar Wilson (The Book of Mormon), 

Sara Jean Ford (Cats), Tyler Hanes (Cats), Kyle Beltran (The Cherry Orchard), Tina Benko (The 

Cherry Orchard), Kristolyn Lloyd (Dear Evan Hansen), Christian Borle (Falsettos), Nick Rehberger 

(Fiddler on the Roof), Tess Primack (Fiddler on the Roof), Denée Benton (The Great Comet), 

Renée Elise Goldsberry (Hamilton), Rory O’Malley (Hamilton), Lora Lee Gayer (Holiday Inn), Telly 

Leung (In Transit), Erin Mackey (In Transit), Devin Llaw (Les Misérables), Christopher McHale 

(Oslo), Drew Gehling (Waitress) and Michael Campayno (Wicked). 

 

 

Carnegie Mellon University Richard Finkelstein 
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6. Yale University: Ken Robinson (The Color Purple), Mercedes Herrero (Curious Incident), Tiffany 

Rachelle Stewart (Curious Incident), Adam Grupper (Fiddler on the Roof), Adam Skybell (Fiddler 

on the Roof), Jefferson Mays (Front Page, Oslo), Dylan Baker (Front Page), Michael Cerveris (Fun 

Home), David Hyde Pierce (Hello, Dolly!), Bryce Pinkham (Holiday Inn), Liev Schreiber (Les Liaisons 

Dangereuses), Kyle Lamar Mitchell (Lion King), Alma Cuervo (On Your Feet!), Ali Ewoldt (Phantom 

of the Opera) and Henry Gottfried (Waitress) 

 

 

Yale University 
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7. Northwestern University: Brad Weinstock (Aladdin), Amber Owens (Aladdin), Ben Estus (The 

Book of Mormon), Jacqueline Jarrold (The Cherry Orchard), Heather Headley (The Color Purple), 

Adam Kantor (Fiddler on the Roof), Mary Beth Peil (Les Liaisons Dangereuses), Beth Kirkpatrick 

(Les Misérables), Scott Mikita (Phantom of the Opera), Carrington Vilmont (Phantom of the 

Opera), Jim Weitzer (Phantom of the Opera), Catherine Brunell (Something Rotten!), Brian Ogilvie 

(Something Rotten!) and Zachary Noah Piser (Wicked). 

 

 

Northwestern University 
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8. Point Park University: Mike Cannon (Aladdin), Shonica Gooden (Cats), Ahmed Simmons (Cats), 

Callan Bergmann (Cats), John Magaro (Front Page), Megan Sikora (Holiday Inn), Amy Van 

Norstrand (Holiday Inn), Candi Boyd (Jersey Boys), Rory Max Kaplan (Jersey Boys), Ross Lekites 

(Kinky Boots), Sarah Meahl (Paramour), Bruce Weber (Paramour) and Jennifer DiNoia (Wicked). 

 

 

Point Park University 
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9. American Musical and Dramatic Academy: Gabrielle Reid (Beautiful), Kyle Scatliffe (The Color 

Purple), Carla R. Stewart (The Color Purple), Christopher Jackson (Hamilton), Anthony Ramos 

(Hamilton), Brennyn Lark (Les Misérables), Chondra L. Profit-Ardrey (Lion King), Sheridan 

Mouawad (Paramour), Mamie Parris (School of Rock), Lulu Lloyd (School of Rock), Charity Angél 

Dawon (Waitress) and Stephanie Torns (Waitress). 

 

 

American Musical and Dramatic Academy 
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10. Boston Conservatory: Bud Weber (The Book of Mormon), Emily Pynenburg (Cats), Laura 

Dreyfuss (Dear Evan Hansen), Caley Crawford (Holiday Inn), Josh Grisetti (Something Rotten!), 

Stephen Cerf (Jersey Boys), Weston Wells Olson (Les Misérables), Chelsey Arce (Paramour), Janet 

Saia (Phantom of the Opera), Will Blum (School of Rock) and Matt Wall (Something Rotten!). 

 

 

Boston Conservatory 
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1. University of North Carolina - School of the Arts: David Bushman (Chicago), Tyler Lea 

(Curious Incident), Ben Cherry (Fiddler on the Roof), Joe Mantello (The Glass Menagerie), 

Voltaire Wade-Green (Hamilton), Mary-Louise Parker (Heisenberg), Joshua Morgan (Les 

Misérables), Kara Klein (Phantom of the Opera) and Sterling Masters (Wicked). 

2. Florida State University: Tiffany Evariste (Aladdin), Stephen Christopher Anthony (The 

Book of Mormon), (The Book of Mormon), Hardy Weaver (The Book of Mormon), 

Francesca Granell (Cats), Harris Milgrim (Cats), Amanda LaMotte (Matilda), Natalie 

Caruncho (On Your Feet!) and Martín Solá (On Your Feet!). 

3. University of California, Los Angeles: Jessica Keenan Wynn (Beautiful), Coby Getzug (The 

Book of Mormon), Timothy Ware (Kinky Boots), Melissa Mitchell (Les Misérables), Satomi 

Hofmann (Phantom of the Opera), Aleks Pevec (Something Rotten!), Judy Kaye (Wicked) 

and Tess Ferrell (Wicked). 

4. Elon University: Rob Marnell (Beautiful), Nasia Thomas (Beautiful), Ashley Pérez Flanagan 

(The Great Comet), Daniel J. Watts (Hamilton), Matt Meigs (Holiday Inn), Drew Redington 

(Holiday Inn), Ginna Claire Mason (Wicked) and Lindsay K. Northen (Wicked). 

5. Baldwin Wallace University: Steel Burkhardt (Aladdin), Jill Paice (An American in Paris), 

Malik Akil (Holiday Inn), Shannon O’Boyle (Kinky Boots), Kyle Post (Kinky Boots), Chris 

McCarrell (Les Misérables) and Cassie Okenka (School of Rock). 

6. Ithaca College: Kathryn Allison (Aladdin), Adam Kaokept (Aladdin), Megan Ort (Cats), Sara 

Schmidt (Jersey Boys), Bruce Landry (Les Misérables), Jamal Lee Harris (Lion King), Ted 

Keegan (Phantom of the Opera) and Jerad Bortz (Wicked). 
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The Wild Party, Carnegie Mellon University 

Young performers coming out of college are looking for opportunities that will lead to 

employment. Most college training programs offer a variety of networking opportunities and 

showcases to help launch their graduates’ careers. But in landing work in the professional world, 

is it “who you know” or “where you’ve been?”  

Students and families about to enter the college audition process ask me each year if having a 

highly-recognized school’s name on their résumé will really make a difference when it comes to 
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getting work. So, I asked some industry decision-makers to find out how important it is that young 

thespians attend a college with a prestigious name.  

You maybe be surprised by their answers.  

A while back, I spoke with my friends, Rachel Hoffman, Broadway 

casting director with Telsey + Company, and Jamie Harris, talent agent 

with Clear Talent Group in NYC. 

They told me that if a person is right for a role, they don’t care where 

they got their training. And when I asked if the name of the college 

really made much of a difference in terms of casting, the response was 

that the person the creative team feels is best for the role is who gets 

cast.  

 

But what about those with no college degree? Do they have an equal shot at landing work? 

Apparently, for dancers, the answer is yes. But for actors, gaining entrance to that audition room 

is more difficult without great training. Also, the majority of the top schools come to New York 

to showcase, so an actor who does well during showcase season definitely has a leg up in terms 

of having been introduced to casting. But they added that having the years in college to really 

focus on training is incredibly valuable for other reasons. College shapes the kind of person/actor 

that one becomes. Good point. 

I also asked if it came down to a prestigious name college grad and a grad from a lesser-known 

program, does that influence casting decisions, or who is brought in for a role? The response 

varied that maybe, in very specific situations, it might influence who is brought in.  But I got the 

impression that was the exception. What generally matters more is if the person seems right for 

the role. After all, the responsibility of the casting director is to find the best person for the role. 

It seems they follow that creed no matter what school the performer did or did not attend. 

But what about agents? Can the program name influence agents in terms of who they interview 

and sign? Agents say that the name alone does not play a role. But with the huge amount of 

showcases, agents are more likely to attend a showcase of a program that is well known, or a 

smaller school where they have had good luck in the past. Furthermore, an actor is much more 

likely to have representation once he or she has gone through a four-year program and the 

showcase process. 

http://www.mactheatre.com/
http://www.telseyandco.com/
http://cleartalentgroup.com/


 

 29 www.mactheatre.com 

So what proves to be most important in choosing your performing arts 

college program is finding the place where you can develop fully as an 

artist and advance your skills so that you can flourish. This is far more 

important than the name of the school.  

 

I advise families early on to decide their “must-haves,” the things the student is going to insist on 

in a college program in order the have his or her individual needs met. There are so many 

wonderful college training programs out there. Focus on what you want, not the name of the 

school. This will help guide you when choosing a college.   

 

Professionals give this final bit of sage advice: 

Look for the program that’s right for you, above all else. It’s really 

about your training and preparation. Once you arrive on the 

professional scene, the cream tends to rise, regardless of what school 

you attended. 
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Guildhall School of Music and Drama 

It’s finally your high school senior year. Congratulations! Your dream of a career in the performing 

arts is nearing, the stakes are high, and there’s much to do. 

As soon as school started this fall, you began the competitive, audition-based college acting and 

musical theater preparation process. You met with your family and college counselor and 

reviewed your college audition requirements, deadlines, and prescreens. Now, in addition to the 

complex audition prep, there are letters of recommendation to gather, essays to write, and 

standardized tests to take as you prepare your applications. 

Here’s some advice for you and your family on how to determine your goals and evaluate which 

of the many school programs will meet your needs! 
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Establish must-haves. 

First and foremost: Write down your list of must-haves. These are the things you need from your 

college experience. Separate them into two categories: university (academic) and program 

(training). List three must-haves under each category and be specific. Don’t write something 

vague, such as “I want a good program.” What does “good” mean? What does that look like for 

you? Conservatory or liberal arts? BFA or B.A.? 

Do your goals require opportunities to hone your acting and musical theater skills? Do you want 

to double major? Do you need substantial scholarships and financial aid? The objective is to help 

find the college that is going to give you what you want, and not worry about being what you 

think they want. College is four years of your life and a lot of money. You want to be sure that 

you are investing your time and dollars in an establishment that is going to cater to your needs. 

 

Research programs. 

Once you have established your must-haves, your next job is to find the colleges that are going 

to deliver them. You can do this by researching the various programs in any number of ways, 

including internet searches, college websites, watching a program’s senior showcases on 

YouTube, attending the NACAC Performing and Visual Arts Fair, and 

reading backstage.com and collegeconfidential.com chat rooms. 

For more information, watch vlogs on collegeauditioncoach.com and subscribe to the College 

Audition Coach YouTube channel, or watch the College Audition Coach Monday video series on 

Facebook.  

 

Create a smart list. 

There’s plenty of information on the web, and if you’re diligent, you can learn most everything 

you need to know in order to establish your list of colleges. If you feel strongly about somewhere 

specific, you can certainly visit. (That said, I don’t feel college visits are essential—it might be 

better to wait and visit campuses to which you have been accepted.) 

Remember, the school that is the best fit for your best friend might not be the best fit for you. 

Please look at your specific must-haves to determine which schools are right for you. Don’t be 

influenced by popular program names or those you might have heard are the “best.” The school 

http://www.mactheatre.com/
http://www.backstage.com/
http://collegeconfidential.com/
https://www.backstage.com/admin/zinnia/entry/59302/collegeauditioncoach.com


 

 32 www.mactheatre.com 

that’s most equipped to support you and your particular career path is the one you want to go 

for. So review your must-haves and polish your list from there.  

 

Balance it out by divvying schools up into three categories: within 

reach, perfect fit, and backups. 

 

Disregard name prestige. 

My final tip would be this: College name prestige matters little when pursuing your career. 

Industry professionals have confirmed that the skills you bring into the audition room are what 

matter most, and what you bring in that realm is how you will be judged as a professional. Find 

the program that will give you the preparation and training, as well as the skill set, to put you in 

the most competitive position when you graduate. Then go out into the world and pursue your 

goals and dreams.  
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Interested in pursuing a college degree in music, theater, art, dance, or other related 

disciplines?  NACAC Performing and Visual Arts College Fairs Are for You! 

Happening each October at the AISD PAC the NACA Performing and Visual Arts College Fair gives 

colleges, universities, festivals, conservatories and other postsecondary institutions the 

opportunity to meet with thousands of college-bound students and their parents. 
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Welcome back to school! It’s a new year with new challenges — academically, socially, and 

artistically. To help you adjust and adapt, examine future goals so that courses can be chosen to 

complement those goals and serve as good prerequisites for college. Explore all of your skills in 

the arts, and plan for extracurricular activities as well, allowing flexibility for new or growing 

interests. Taking control of all your options in high school can help build the confidence you need 

for success! 

  

Senior Arts Students — Finalize your college list.   

Use the information you’ve gathered from college visits, interviews, and your own research to 

determine the schools to which you will apply. It’s okay to apply to colleges that you think will be 

more difficult to get into. But it’s also important to add a few safety schools to your list. Talk to 

counselors, teachers, and parents about your final choices. Register for and take the ACT, SAT, or 

SAT Subject Tests as necessary. Be sure you have requested that your test scores and transcripts 

be sent to the colleges on your list. 

 

Senior Parents — Get your college applicant in gear.  

Start the year off right by setting aside an evening for dinner out with your college-bound child. 

Go over the strategy for the school year. Discuss plans and goals and review the list of potential 

colleges. If necessary, search with your student for a few more schools to make sure you haven’t 

overlooked any. Also discuss plans to attend college fairs and meet with any college 

representatives who may be coming to the school. Go over which college sites have been visited 

and which ones haven’t. Finalize plans for college visits. Have your student start the application 

process. Does your child still need to take the ACT or SAT? Find out the dates and have them 

register! If it all seems overwhelming, reassure your child that you’ll be there to support them 

every step of the way. 
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Junior Arts Students — Evaluate education options and artistic skills.  

This is a good time to begin to set a more specific path toward college goals. Do you want to 

pursue the arts as a major or possibly a minor? If so, you should consider meeting with a 

professional for an artistic evaluation. By knowing your strengths and weaknesses, you can focus 

on enhancing and elevating your skills to increase your chance to get into the best program. Also, 

register for the PSAT. It qualifies you for the National Merit Scholarship program, which means 

you could earn money for college. In addition, it’s great practice for the SAT. 

 

Junior Parents — Set the bar. Make sure your child registers for the 

October PSAT.  

This is the qualifying test for the National Merit Scholarship program and a good way to practice 

for the SAT. Go to the fair. Check into college fairs and high school visits from college 

representatives. Encourage your child to attend and to get familiar with the college resources 

available at school. Take note. If you haven’t done so yet, get a Social Security number for your 

child. And if your arts student is in need of specific counseling to prepare for college, it’s 

available. 

 

Sophomore Arts Students — Stay on course and adjust.  

Work with your guidance counselor to make sure you’re enrolled in the courses you need to 

prepare you for college. Keep on track with your classes and if adjustments are needed, make 

them. Move on to the next appropriate level of classes in the core subjects — English, math, 

science, history, and foreign language. 

 

Sophomore Parents — Encourage preliminary testing.  

Make sure your child gets in touch with the school guidance counselor about taking the 

PSAT/NMSQT. Although the “real” PSAT/NMSQT is taken in October of junior year, this is a great 

way for your child to get familiar with the test. Students considering taking the ACT should ask 

about the PLAN schedule. The PLAN helps immensely in predicting your child’s performance on 

the ACT. Both tests will help your child prepare for the “big tests” next year. 
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Freshman Arts Students — Get to know your guidance counselor.   

And let them get to know you and your interests. Your counselor is ready and more than willing 

to help you make sense of your college and career options. Your grades appear on official 

transcripts starting this year, so take your work seriously and explore your interests. As soon as 

you can, set up a meeting to talk about your plans for high school and the future. 

 

Freshman Parents — Offer support and guidance.  

The initial weeks of high school can be a difficult adjustment. Keep an open dialogue about how 

classes are going. Make sure that your student has connected with the guidance counselor, and 

you should do the same. If your child has particularly strong academic interests, encourage them, 

but don’t lose focus on strengthening areas of weakness that can’t be ignored, such as English or 

algebra. If your child is struggling, now is the time to get a handle on it. Or, if the work seems too 

easy, talk to the school about placing your child in a more advanced classroom setting. 
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The school year is still new, so it’s a great time to look ahead and plan ahead. Remember that 

your academic and performing or visual arts choices in high school should serve your longer-term 

goals as you prepare for college and beyond. Keep in mind that no matter what decisions you’ve 

made, or are about to make, you may want to refine your selections as you develop and grow. 

Stay focused, and at the same time, stay open to exploring new areas at all times! 

 

Senior Arts Students — Get guidance, plan auditions, prep portfolios.  

Stay on track with admissions requirements by working with your guidance counselor. Let your 

counselor know where you want transcripts, score reports, and letters sent, and provide any 

necessary forms much earlier than the actual deadlines so your counselor will have time to send 

in the forms. Now you can finalize your audition material or portfolio pieces to best reflect your 

skills. 

 

Senior Parents — Decide on early decision.  

Review options for early decision and early action to determine if this is the path you and your 

student want to pursue. Help your child complete the college list by adding application and 

financial aid due dates. Take a road trip. Identify the top colleges on the final list, and visit those 

schools. Schedule any interviews that can be completed on campus or with college alumni. Also 

remember to attend college fairs, and gather as much information as possible. 

  

Junior Arts Students — Build your list of potential colleges.  

Start by identifying the criteria that is most important to you about college such as academic 

majors, size, location, cost, and/or special programs. Weigh each of the factors according to their 

importance to you. Then list the schools that fit your criteria, and develop a preliminary ranking 

of those schools. You should attend college fairs and college nights and speak with college 
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representatives who visit your high school. Search your top college options online, and based on 

your findings, either expand or narrow your list. Also, if you’re in the performing arts, it’s a good 

time to assemble your resume with a headshot. See how the college consultants at ArtsBridge 

approach arts specialization. 

 

Junior Parents — Stay on schedule. 

If your child is taking the PSAT, make sure the date is marked on your student’s calendar as well 

as yours. Remind him/her to prepare for the test and to try some practice questions. At the same 

time, you can help keep this from being a high-pressure situation by planning for a fun treat after 

the test. Step on campus.Schedule a day trip to visit nearby colleges even if it’s not where your 

child will apply. The idea is to explore different types of schools. Start a discussion by asking about 

which characteristics your student either likes or dislikes about those schools. 

  

Sophomore Arts Students — Practice with the PSAT. 

Taking the PSAT as a sophomore will help prepare you for the real thing next year. It also allows 

you to release your name to colleges so you can start receiving information from them. Also 

review your courses with your guidance counselor to make sure you’re enrolled in the classes 

you need to prepare you for college. 

 

Sophomore Parents — Take your kid to the fair.  

It’s a good time to start checking out college fairs and possibly meeting with school 

representatives that come to your area. Encourage your child to get a feel for the college search 

by attending one fair, and if ready, a session or two with representatives at school. It may also 

be a good time to start a preliminary list of potential colleges. 

  

Freshman Arts Students — Plan for the next 4 years.  

Prepare to lay the foundation for your high school career. This is the time to establish your 

academic and extracurricular credentials and begin to explore options for further education and 

a career. Your guidance counselor is there to help you make sense of your college and career 

options. As soon as you can, set up a meeting to talk about your plans for high school and the 
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future. Your counselor can help to make sure you’re enrolled in the appropriate college-prep 

classes. 

 

Freshman Parents — Plant the seeds now.  

Encourage your child to start exploring career goals so that courses can be chosen to complement 

those goals and serve as good prerequisites for college. Sit down with your teen and the course 

listings to agree on an academic plan for the classes your child should take in high school. Lay out 

preliminary plans for extracurricular activities as well, allowing flexibility for new interests to 

develop. Naturally, you’ll want to consult with the school guidance counselor to help with all of 

the planning. 
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Thanksgiving and the holiday season are fast approaching, and the school year is suddenly 

beginning to fly by. As a student of the visual or performing arts, this is your cue to take these 

next few weeks to get your projects, assignments, applications, essays, auditions, and portfolios 

in order. It’s a lot to handle, but it doesn’t have to feel overwhelming — simply give your full 

attention to one thing at a time. Enjoy the holiday, and remember to give thanks for all of your 

educational opportunities!  

 

Senior Arts Students — Keep track of deadlines.  

With all of the forms you’ll be filling out this year, you’ll need to know when each is due. Mark a 

calendar showing all application deadlines for admission, financial aid, and scholarships. Ask for 

recommendations. Give letter-of-recommendation forms to the teachers you have selected, and 

discuss your goals and ambitions with them so they’ll be better prepared to write about you. Get 

applications in order. As you finish application forms, proofread them, and have your parents do 

the same. Make sure you and your school’s guidance office are sending all required materials, 

including test scores, recommendations, transcripts, and essays. 

 

Senior Parents — Our reco: check recommendations and applications.  

Monitor the application process to make sure all details are being addressed. First and foremost, 

take a look at application essays — your child may be able to overlap topics to reduce the 

workload. Then make sure that all teacher recommendations have been requested so they can 

be received before upcoming deadlines. As your child works on applications, offer to proofread 

and provide constructive criticism. Stay on top of any early application deadlines, and if possible, 

try to use time over the Thanksgiving break for a campus visit. 
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Junior Arts Students — Formulate a testing plan.  

Note when you’ll be taking important tests like the SAT, ACT, SAT Subject Tests, and AP exams, 

and mark the dates on your calendar. Leave plenty of time to prepare. Get help and gain an 

edge. There are many types of consultants and coaches available to help you plan, study, and get 

the results you’re capable of achieving. You may want to ask your guidance counselor for specific 

coaching recommendations. 

Junior Parents — Take a drive across campus. Schedule a day trip to visit nearby colleges. Fall is 

a great time to look at schools because classes are in session and you can talk with students and 

professors. Don’t worry if these are places where your child won’t apply. The goal is to explore a 

variety of schools. Talk about the different types of schools with your child as well as which 

characteristics are appealing and which aren’t. 

  

Sophomore Arts Students — Prepare for the ACT.  

Ask your guidance counselor about the PLAN assessment program offered by American College 

Testing. This program helps determine your study habits and academic progress and interests; it 

will also prepare you for the ACT. 

 

Sophomore Parents — Practice and PLAN.  

Sophomore year marks the beginning of standardized testing. This year, students can take a practice 
PSAT/NMSQT — a preparatory step for the PSAT/NMSQT and SAT next year. For students planning on 
taking the ACT, the PLAN assessment is also administered in their sophomore year. Practice may not make 
perfect, but it can help! 
  

Freshman Arts Students — Get involved.  

Extracurricular activities are an important part of high school even if some of them are not school 

sponsored. Make a real effort to get involved with groups, clubs, or teams that interest you. 

These activities can be fun and they go a long way to help make you a well-rounded student. 
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Freshman Parents — Help your child branch out.  

Freshman year is a great time to explore. Encourage involvement in a variety of activities both in 

and out of school. Give your child the freedom to seek out his or her comfort level as well as how 

much time can be dedicated without having a negative impact on schoolwork. 
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It’s just about time for the winter break and the holidays. Family and friends, who haven’t seen 

us in a while, will likely ask what we’re up to, and that’s a good thing because it’s the perfect 

opportunity to ask ourselves the same question. This is a great time to take stock to see if we’re 

on course to reach our academic and arts goals. Some of us may find that we need to take a step 

back and better define those goals. So take a little time to get on track and have a great holiday! 

 

Senior Arts Students — Follow up on all of your applications.   

Verify with your guidance counselor that all forms are in order and that they have been sent out 

to the appropriate colleges. Check with each of the schools to make sure they have received all 

your information, including test scores, transcripts, and recommendations. A little double-

checking can go a long way, and with all of the time and effort you’ve put in to get to this point, 

now is no time to let up on your endeavors in school. Continue to do the work. Colleges do check 

senior grades. 

 

Senior Parents — Take a close look at the calendar.  

Be sure to get your federal financial aid forms (FAFSA) either from the guidance office or online, 

and if any workshops are available, you may want to attend. Remind your child about any January 

or February application deadlines and have him or her confirm that the teachers and guidance 

staff are up-to-date with reference forms. You’ll also want to make sure that transcripts are being 

sent to all of the short-list colleges. 

  

Junior Arts Students — Organize your college information.   

Set up a filing system, both online and offline, with individual folders for correspondence and 

printed materials from each college. This will make it much easier to locate the specific 

information you’re looking for when you really need it. And you will! Sign up for standardized 

tests. Find out if the colleges you are interested in require the SAT, ACT, or SAT Subject Tests, 
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and register now to take the tests you need in the winter or spring. You can take them again in 

the fall of your senior year if you’re not happy with your scores. 

 

Junior Parents — Look ahead and ask questions.  

Keeping test results in mind, help your child refine the list of colleges. If you or any of your friends 

or relatives have a college student at home for the winter break, make every effort to ask them 

questions about their college experiences and encourage your student to do the same. For 

performing arts students, this is also a great time to look into summer programs. 

  

Sophomore Arts Students — Read, write, and seek advice.  

Continue to develop your reading skills to help you prepare for tests while making you a more 

well-rounded person. Read lots of recommended books as well as the news to stay on top of 

current events. You’ll need good writing skills no matter what path you pursue, so work on them 

now. Work with a teacher or another adult who can guide and encourage you to write well. Check 

in with your guidance counselor for advice and to make sure you’re staying on track. Discuss your 

PSAT scores, and ask about postsecondary enrollment options and Advanced Placement (AP) 

courses that may be appropriate. 

 

Sophomore Parents — Help plan for improvement.  

PSAT/NMSQT scores should be back by now and between you, your child, and the high school 

guidance counselor, this is a good time to develop strategies for improving weak areas, if needed. 

It’s also a great time to look into summer programs for performing arts students. 

  

Freshman Arts Students — Connect with friends & family.  

Winter break is a great chance to get together and spend time with friends and family. These are 

the people you trust most, so ask to hear about their high school and college experiences and for 

any advice they can offer related to your interest in the arts. Enjoy the good company and have 

a great time with any activities you choose to do together. 
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Freshman Parents — Open the dialogue.  

Keep up regular conversations with your child about his or her academic progress. Make sure the 

course levels and the grade levels are appropriate. If not, your student may need help to establish 

better study habits or create a more conducive study environment. If needed, work together to 

develop an improvement plan and keep in mind that encouragement is the best motivation. 
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Happy New Year! Welcome to the monthly guide designed to help students of the arts with 

simple, step-by-step college preparation tips. As we make our new-year resolutions, it’s the 

perfect time for high school students to re-commit to pursuing the dream.  

 

Senior Arts Students — Begin auditions. Present portfolios.  

You’ve been developing a passion for your craft so give college programs a glimpse of your 

capabilities and potential by putting forth your best. It’s time to strut your stuff! Don’t forget 

financial aid forms.Fill out the FAFSA and if necessary, the PROFILE. Ask your guidance counselor 

for these forms because no matter what your family’s income level is, the FAFSA is your main 

priority for financial aid purposes because it will determine how much you are expected to pay. 

 

Senior Parents — Double check deadlines.  

If you and your student have everything you need, file your income taxes and begin filling out 

financial aid forms, such as the FAFSA. Finish and mail these forms as soon as possible. Pay close 

attention to make sure you meet the deadlines! Keep in mind that many schools list earlier FAFSA 

filing dates than may be indicated on the form itself. 

  

Junior Arts Students — Be proactive with your activities. 

When it comes to extracurricular programs, colleges look for consistency and depth. So take your 

activities to the next level by taking on leadership roles and positions. Begin essays. Simply take 

the first step. Explore topics of interest. Once you identify a subject that matters to you, the 

writing will be able to flow more naturally. 
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Junior Parents — Communicate & evaluate.  

This can be a make or break year. Classes tend to be tougher than ever, so ask how it’s going and 

listen carefully. Continue to assess your student’s academic progress. Does everything appear to 

be going the way it should? If your child is having difficulty or could simply use advice, now is the 

time to help provide the support that he or she needs. 

  

Sophomore Arts Students — Take on new roles.  

This is the time to explore new areas and expand your possibilities. Often the instances where 

we push past our comfort zones offer the greatest rewards. If you’ve become involved with 

extracurricular activities, stay involved and work toward leadership positions in the activities you 

like best. Find out how rewarding community service can be. 

 

Sophomore Parents — Revisit the course schedule.  

How well is your child fitting in academically? Each student is different, so make sure that your 

student’s classes are an appropriate fit. If grades are slipping, the course levels may be too high 

or study habits may be poor. Keep the communication lines open with your kid and his or her 

teachers to properly evaluate the situation. 

  

Freshman Arts Students — Plan for an exciting, new phase.  

You’ve been wondering what high school would be like. Well, if it’s not yet what you hoped it 

would be, make a commitment to take the steps that will get you there. Explore and seek 

guidance from counselors, teachers, parents, and students who have been in your shoes. This is 

your time. Make it great! 

 

Freshman Parents — Demonstrate commitment.  

As caring parents, we want the best for our kids, so we offer advice… and a lot of it. That’s okay, 

but if we truly want to get through and make a lasting impact, our actions speak loudest. So in 

the spirit of making resolutions, let’s pay special attention to following through on what we say 

we’re going to do. Because when we don’t pay attention, our kids do. 
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When the winter term is in full force, spring and summer can feel very far off, but don’t be 

deceived by the time of year. Keep up the pace and prepare for the not-so-distant future. This 

monthly guide is designed to help students of the arts with simple, step-by-step college 

preparation tips. The big-picture goal is to help performing and visual arts students connect with 

the finest arts education! 

  

Senior Arts Students — Send mid-year reports and continue to work 

hard.  

Ask your counselor to send your mid-year grade reports to all of the colleges to which you 

applied. Hone your arts skills in preparation for college, and remember that schools will continue 

to keep track of your grades, so it’s important to keep working hard throughout your senior year. 

 

Senior Parents — Finish and follow up applications.   

Have your child complete all outstanding applications and auditions. Make copies of everything 

and save them! Unless confirmations have arrived, students should contact colleges by phone or 

online to check the current status. They should keep track of which people they are speaking with 

and find out if any materials still need to be sent in. 

  

Junior Arts Students — Think summer and plan ahead.  

This school year is a pivotal one, and so is the upcoming summer. As a student of the arts, you 

can take advantage of a number of excellent programs to help get your know-how and skills up 

to college level. So don’t wait until summer to figure it out — you’ll be too late. 
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Junior Parents — Help your student find the right summer arts 

program.  

Great summer arts programs help students develop personally and professionally. As you and 

your child begin to research programs, you should ask how they will influence your children now 

and in the future. The summer choices for junior year students can have a real impact on college 

admissions. 

  

Sophomore Arts Students — Explore career possibilities. 

Explore all of your career options. You may or may not be heading for a career in the arts. Either 

way, speak with your guidance counselor, and do the research to learn about the tasks, 

education, and training necessary for each occupational area. 

 

Sophomore Parents — Check in on student activities.  

We all know how valuable extracurricular activities can be. So take a good look to see if they’re 

going well. Make sure they’re not having a negative impact on your child’s studies. If so, you and 

your child should consider cutting back on some of the activities. 

  

Freshman Arts Students — Be open to new areas.  

This is the time to explore your interests as well as areas you’ve never even thought about. All of 

it can eventually have a large impact on your career and your life. Discuss your skills and interests 

with your guidance counselor and take advantage of Career Day opportunities at your school. 

 

Freshman Parents — Be open to change.  

High school is a time for students to explore new arenas and interests. So give them some leeway, 

and encourage your child to venture out. Watch to see if they’re blossoming or if they could use 

some guidance in pursuing new directions. 
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March is a month of transition. While the seasons are changing, students are growing. Our goal 

is to help foster that growth with easy-to-follow, monthly advice regarding college preparation 

for students and parents. As winter turns to spring, simple steps can help budding performing 

and visual arts students blossom. 

 

Senior Arts Students — Watch your mail for college notifications.  

You should receive an admissions decision by March or April if you applied under the regular 

application process, and notifications of financial aid awards should arrive by the end of April. If 

you’re put on a waitlist, examine your options. Being put on a waitlist is not an acceptance or a 

rejection, so keep your options open in case you don’t get in. Check out schools with late or 

rolling application deadlines. 

 

Senior Parents — Now, all you have to do is wait.  

It’s not always easy to display patience, but high school is almost over, and so is the wait. Some 

decision letters may be arriving this month and, hopefully, they will bring the news that you and 

your student have been waiting for! 

  

Junior Arts Students — Organize and begin to narrow college options.  

To help you easily locate the information you need, set up a filing system with individual folders 

for college correspondence and printed materials. Make sure you have all of the key data for the 

colleges that you are considering (entrance requirements, tuition, room and board costs, course 

offerings, student activities, financial aid, etc.). Then you can begin to compare the schools by 

the factors that are most relevant to you. This is also a good time to review your resume, and for 

performing arts students, review your repertoire list as well. 

 

http://www.mactheatre.com/


 

 51 www.mactheatre.com 

Junior Parents — Help plan and prepare.  

Spring vacation is a good time to visit colleges, so plan for it. Encourage your son, or daughter, to 

start a college binder with a list of target schools. He or she should begin to contact colleges to 

request materials and set aside an area where they can be easily referenced. Also, if you didn’t 

do it last month, check upcoming SAT or ACT registration deadlines for tests your child still needs 

to take. Make note of the test and registration dates on your calendar. 

  

Sophomore Arts Students — Check in with your counselor for advice.  

Meet with your guidance counselor to make sure you’re on track and planning ahead. You can 

also talk about your PSAT scores and ask about postsecondary enrollment options and Advanced 

Placement (AP) courses. Remember to read. Developing reading skills will help prepare you for 

tests and make you a well-rounded individual, so strengthen your routine for reading. 

 

Sophomore Parents — Consider additional testing.  

You and your child, along with the school counselor, should discuss SAT Subject Tests and APs, 

although many students wait until their junior year. The typical test period is May and June. 

  

Freshman Arts Students — Start your achievement file.   

Keep track of academic, extracurricular, and arts awards, community service achievements, and 

anything else you participate in. It will come in handy when you want to highlight your 

accomplishments on college applications or your resume. 

 

Freshman Parents — Support student participation.  

Help your child begin keeping an activities record that lists participation in activities as well as 

accomplishments, awards, and leadership positions. Be sure to keep up regular conversations 

with your child about his or her academic progress. 
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Spring break is over, and we’re entering the home stretch of the school year. Much can be 

accomplished in these final months, so we’re here to help guide the college preparation process 

for students and parents. Every step can be a difference maker for visual and performing arts 

students in the search for the right schools, scholarships, and financial aid packages. 

 

Senior Arts Students — Compare financial aid packages.  

Financial aid can be a key factor in deciding where you will attend, so be sure to consider each 

financial aid award carefully. If you have questions, contact the financial aid office of the college 

to get more information. If you haven’t yet received all of your admissions decisions, you can 

expect to receive them this month if you applied under the regular application process. One 

college may offer an excellent package, but your heart may be set on another. If that’s the case, 

let the other school know — they may be able to do better. 

 

Senior Parents — Stay supportive either way.  

If your child is accepted, you likely won’t need any advice on how to react positively. However, if 

a rejection letter arrives, put things in perspective and remind your child that the selection 

process will be more in their favor with other schools. Being denied is not something to be 

ashamed of — keep going! Once your student is accepted at another school, compare financial 

aid offers and contact financial aid offices with any questions. 

  

Junior Arts Students — Start a search for scholarships.  

Many types of scholarships are available, so spend some time locating the best ones for you. It’s 

worth the effort. For scholarships from local organizations check with your guidance office, and 

use online scholarship search tools to select from a wider range. Don’t wait to start looking for 

scholarships. Begin the process now so you know where to apply during your senior year. You’ll 
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also want to plan ahead when visiting colleges. Call the admissions office to set up a personal 

interview, tour, and a meeting with a professor or coach if you’re interested. 

 

Junior Parents — Talk, plan, and plan some more.  

Over the next several months careful college planning will be required, so keep the lines of 

communication open with your student. Plan all of your remaining spring college visits now so 

your student can see students on campus and really get a sense of college life when visiting. At 

the same time, don’t overlook plans for senior-year classes. Help your child select courses that 

matter, recognizing that colleges weigh senior classes and grades as heavily as they do for junior 

year. 

  

Sophomore Arts Students — Get your college search going.  

College search tools can help you decide what factors are important to you so can assemble a list 

of colleges that matches your criteria. Your guidance counselor can recommend search tools, or 

try online sites like princetonreview.com or collegeboard.org. Start attending college fairs, ask 

questions, and review the material you get from each type of school so you can begin to compare 

and contrast. 

 

Sophomore Parents — Get your student thinking about college. 

It may seem like a long way off, particularly to students, but the college years will be here before 

you know it. Plant the higher education seeds now by exposing your child to college fairs and 

facilitating the beginning of the search. Also keep in mind that summer is around the corner, and 

you may want to consider a camp or program that helps prepare arts students for college. 

  

Freshman Arts Students — Start learning about college.  

Yes, it’s true that you just started high school, but this is the time to begin thinking about where 

you want to be after high school. Look at the college information available in your guidance 

counselor’s office. Spend a little time checking out college websites. Use college search tools and 

view college profiles. You may even want to start a list of colleges that might interest you. 
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Freshman Parents — Connect your student with a college student.  

Often, the best way to introduce a high school student to college is by having them hear about it 

first hand. So if you happen to have a friend, neighbor, or relative who is in college and doing 

well, it may be a good idea to have them share their experience. It will help get your student 

thinking about what they need to do to prepare for their own college career. 
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Yes it’s true, summer will actually be here next month, and we’ll all be planning for the next 

school year. For high school students of the arts who want to take their craft to the next level in 

college, a little monthly college prep advice can go a long way. Many performing and visual arts 

students and parents are following simple steps to help navigate the complexities of the college 

admissions process. 

 

Senior Arts Students — Finalize your college decision.  

If you haven’t yet notified schools of your intent, do so immediately. Be sure to send your deposit 

to your chosen school and ask your guidance counselor to send your final transcript to the college 

in June. Follow up on financial aid. Have you received a FAFSA acknowledgement? If you applied 

for a Pell Grant, you will receive a Student Aid Report statement. Review it, make a copy, and 

send the original to the college you plan to attend. Apply for loans if needed. 

 

Senior Parents — Check all of the details.  

See if any AP exams need to be taken, and make sure your student completes them. It’s always 

a good idea to encourage your child to write thank you notes to teachers, guidance counselors, 

admission counselors, financial aid officers, and others who were helpful in the college-planning 

process. Stay on top of housing plans, return all forms, and find out the dates for freshman-

orientation and course-registration. 
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Junior Arts Students — Narrow the college list and make 

appointments.  

Take a good look at all of the schools being considered, and based on the attributes that are 

important to you and your art, identify your top college choices. You’ll need to plan ahead, so 

now is the time to set up appointments to visit each campus. Call the admissions office to arrange 

a personal interview, tour, and a meeting with a professor if you’re interested. 

 

Junior Parents — Prep for tests and explore options.  

Does your student need to complete the SAT and/or ACT? Make sure all deadlines and test dates 

are being met. Then it’s a good idea to see what you can do to help your child gain an edge. 

Investigate the possibility of services such as standardized test prep courses, independent college 

counselors, and private group tour programs. 

  

Sophomore Arts Students — Line up your summer plans. 

If you haven’t yet planned how you’re going to spend your summer, your options are closing 

quickly so do it now. Find summer work. It will look good to prospective colleges and employers, 

and earning your own money will look good to you. You may also want to talk to your parents 

about attending a summer arts program.  

 

Sophomore Parents — Help make the summer break productive.  

Your child should have a job or participate in constructive activities over the summer. Summer 

study, career programs, jobs, and volunteer work always rate high with admission officials. While 

it’s getting late for enrollment, there are still some great summer arts programs available that 

you may want to consider. 
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Freshman Arts Students — Begin to get a feel for college life.  

Visiting friends or relatives who live on or near a college campus is a great way to get a sense of 

what college is like. Check out the dorms, go to student center, library, arts building, and walk 

around the campus. You don’t need to worry about where you want to go — just have fun and 

get a feel for the college environment. 

 

Freshman Parents — Take a little college road trip.  

It may seem like a long way off, but college is coming fast. Now is the perfect time to introduce 

your student to life after high school. You don’t have to go too far. Just pick two or three schools 

that offer a variety of styles and flavors. Take a casual walk through the campus, and let your 

child take in the student life. Most importantly, be sure to let your child enjoy the process in a 

fun and relaxed manner. 
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Didn’t the school year just begin? It really does go that quickly, so do what you can to finish strong 

and begin planning for the coming year. Just remember, as you look ahead to the summer and 

beyond, enjoy the moment and appreciate all of the hard work that got you to this point. And 

keep in mind that each small step you take now will payoff in terms of setting the stage for the 

best possible college experience (and literally setting the stage for performing artists). 

 

Senior Arts Students — Complete your college enrollment process.  

After accepting an offer, you should receive information from the college about items such as 

course scheduling, housing arrangements, orientation sessions, and specific forms you will need 

to fill out. Be sure to finish all required paperwork by the deadlines. While you’re completing all 

of these key tasks, don’t forget to let your college enthusiasm and excitement show! 

 

Senior Parents — Give yourself a pat on the back.  

Both you and your child deserve tons of credit! The high school years aren’t often easy, and 

thanks to your efforts, your student is about to turn the page and begin a wonderful new chapter. 

It may be a good idea to help organize a file to keep track of summer mailings from the college 

with categories that include orientation, housing, course registration, and finances. You’ve both 

come a long way. Congratulations! 

  

Junior Arts Students — Contact your recommendation writers.  

Teachers and guidance counselors get many requests to write recommendations for lots of 

students. Give them a heads up now so they’ll have time to prepare before getting tons of 

requests in the fall. Ask teachers who know you well and who will have positive things to 

say. Letters of recommendation from a coach, activity leader, or adult who knows you well 

outside of school are also valuable. Get your essays going too. Compose drafts of the essays you’ll 
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need for your college applications. Have a teacher read and discuss them with you so you have a 

good sense of which areas need work. 

 

Junior Parents — Double check one more time.  

Make sure your child is registered for anything that still needs to be completed. If your student 

has a test coming up, mark the test and registration dates on the family calendar. Think 

scholarships. Take advantage of the summer break by searching scholarship and financial aid 

websites with your child, or by checking out library resources. 

  

Sophomore Arts Students — Consider taking SAT Subject Tests.   

It is a good idea to take these types of tests while the material is still fresh in mind. So take SAT 

Subject Tests now in the courses you took this year. Use the summer wisely. Finding summer 

work will look good on your resume to prospective colleges and employers. Of course, anything 

you can do to enhance your arts skills and/or portfolio, either practice or helpful programs, will 

go a long way. 

 

Sophomore Parents — Help plan for the coming school year.  

Keep an eye on your student’s registration for fall classes and activities. Encourage your child to 

take the most challenging classes possible and to participate in at least one community service 

activity. Finalize any summer plans, and, just as you may have done last year, devise a summer 

reading list together that will help the transition into junior year. 

  

Freshman Arts Students — Make your summer count.  

Naturally, the summer break from school is the perfect time for fun and relaxation. But, there 

are plenty of ways to have fun and build your credentials as well during the summer, such as 

volunteering, getting a job, or signing up for an arts enrichment program. 
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Freshman Parents — Make adjustments for the year ahead. 

Together, with your student, review and evaluate the comprehensive academic program and 

activities record started earlier in the school year, make any necessary changes, and update 

accordingly for the coming year. Encourage your child to continue to explore his or her talents in 

the arts. 
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Summer break is officially here, and it should be fully enjoyed. At the same time, with a few key 

steps, you can take advantage of the break to help set you up for success in the upcoming 

semester and well into your college years. For seniors, it’s time to catch your breath, have fun, 

and let the excitement build for the next phase of life. For high school arts students who are in 

the midst of college preparation, you can accomplish plenty this summer and have a great time 

doing so. 

 

Senior Arts Students — Congratulations!  

All of your hard work has paid off. You graduated high school, you’re all set for college, and you 

are about to embark on a very exciting and meaningful journey in your life. Appreciate this special 

time, and take on the next phase with great enthusiasm! Best of luck! 

 

Senior Parents — Take a moment to reflect and celebrate!  

The years have gone by quickly, but think about all of the time and effort you have put in to get 

to this point. If you’re feeling a bit emotional, it’s only natural. During this transitional period, 

keep in mind that moving on from high school to college is a special accomplishment. Give 

yourself and your child well-deserved credit. Even if there were bumps in the road, you’ve both 

done a great job to get here! 

  

Junior Arts Students — Visit your top colleges choices.  

Explore the campuses of a few of your preferred colleges. Take the official tour and speak with 

the admissions and financial aid staff. If summer classes are in session, see if you can speak with 

some of the students. Plan your performance auditions or visual portfolios. Each school has their 

own requirements and preferences, so learn as much as you can about them. In addition to 

getting the advice and perspective of admissions, it can help to hear what students have to say 

about a particular school or arts program. 

http://www.mactheatre.com/


 

 62 www.mactheatre.com 

Junior Parents — Use the summer to your student’s advantage.  

Don’t let the slower pace of the season keep your child from accomplishing key goals. By now, 

he or she should be accustomed to summer employment or other constructive activities. College 

admission officers like to know that students are spending their summers wisely. This is also a 

good time for visiting some college campuses and planning fall visits for others. 

  

Sophomore Arts Students — Get your college search going.  

Decide what factors are important to you, and begin to put together a list of colleges to match 

your search criteria. Plan on attending college fairs and read the material you get from many 

types of schools to see what aspects appeal to you. Start to contact colleges of interest. Request 

more information about academic requirements and programs or activities that are particularly 

attractive to you. 

 

Sophomore Parents — Foster your child’s interests. 

Talk about the things your child enjoys doing, what brings happiness, and what doesn’t. Help find 

activities that tie into his or her interests. Summer study, jobs, and volunteer work can help open 

up new skill sets and areas of interest, plus they rate high with admission officials. As a student 

of the arts, see if your child can “shadow” someone who works or performs in the area that has 

the most appeal. 

  

Freshman Arts Students — Summer activities go a long way.  

There are a lot of ways to build your credentials and have fun at the same time this summer, such 

as volunteering, getting a full or part-time job, or signing up for an enrichment program. So don’ 

let the summer go by without making it count. 
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Freshman Parents — Read from the reading list.  

Now that summer is here, make sure your student has a summer reading list that will help with 

the academic transition to 10th grade. You may want to read what your student is reading to 

encourage interest and discussion. Finalize any other summer plans that may have been in 

development. 
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As we approach the final weeks of summer, anticipation is in the air for the school year ahead. 

By spending just a little time each month identifying your objectives, planning ahead, and taking 

action, you’ll be impressed by how much you can accomplish over the course of the entire school 

year. Whether you’re about to enter your freshman year in high school or in college, this is an 

exciting time in your life, so fulfill your goals one step at a time and enjoy the journey! 

 

Senior Arts Students — This is your time.  

You’ve been preparing for years and now college is almost here. You may be feeling a range of 

emotions from excited and happy to nervous and fear of the unknown. Just know that it’s 

perfectly natural and most students are going through the same thing. So open yourself up to 

meeting all types of people and broadening your experiences. Dedicate yourself to your work 

and your art, and treat this as a special time… because it is! 

 

Senior Parents — Prepare your student and yourself.  

Books, bedding, clothing, supplies, encouragement, love… you probably have a good sense of 

what your child will need to begin his or her college freshman year. But many parents forget to 

anticipate their own emotional state. Separation anxiety is only natural, especially if this is your 

first time sending a child off to college. Keep in mind there is an adjustment period, so have 

patience, stay busy, and remember that one of the best gifts you can give your child is a sense of 

independence. 

  

Junior Arts Students — Start working now on your application essays.  

Compose rough drafts of the essays you’ll need for your college applications. The Common App 

is a free, online application used by over 400 colleges and universities, so see if it applies to your 

situation. It’s a good idea to have a teacher read and discuss essays with you so you can see which 
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areas need work. Make revisions to your application essays and prepare final drafts. Remember 

to proofread the final essays. Then proofread them again. 

 

Junior Parents — Help plan for submissions.  

Keep your child on track with test preparation, if needed. He or she should begin planning and/or 

assembling any supplemental submissions that will be needed, such as prescreen videos or 

portfolios. Review and update the list of target schools that you and your child have been 

developing. Record the pros and cons of each school. 

  

Sophomore Arts Students — Refresh and reconsider.  

The summer break lets you step back and get some perspective on where you are in school and 

where you see yourself heading this year in preparation for college. It’s a good time to re-evaluate 

and refocus your academic and art efforts so that you can be sure you’re on track to accomplish 

your goals. 

 

Sophomore Parents — Do some early research with your student.  

You can find all of the college entrance information you need online, as well as applications to 

many institutions. Summer is a great time for you and your child to check out some of the sites, 

plan future visits, and bookmark your favorites. 

  

Freshman Arts Students — Discuss college savings.  

Talk to your parents about planning for college expenses. If your family has set up a savings plan 

for you, continue to add to it whenever possible. If not, there’s never a better time to start saving 

for college than now. You and your parents can use an online financial planning calculator to help 

assess the current savings situation and plan for the future. 
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Freshman Parents — Talk about financial participation.  

Now that your student is in high school, it’s important that he or she understand financial roles 

and responsibilities. Exactly what that role entails is entirely up to you, depending on your 

personal situation. Whether circumstances call for monetary contributions or simply keeping a 

tight reign on expenses, now is a good time to clearly communicate the needs and expectations. 
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Research colleges and programs. Make a list of the 5 things you want in a university, and the 5 

things you want in a training program. Make plans to attend the free NACAC Performing Arts 

College Fair in your area. Check their schedule here: nacacnet.org 

Review college audition requirements and time limits. Finalize your audition material. Actors 

decide on your classical and contemporary monologues. Musical Theatre students, ready your 

monologues, song choices and cuts, and take ballet class 3 times a week! Great source for monos:  

dramabookshop.com 

Begin the college application process. Check for schools that accept the common app. Here is a 

list: 

Commonapp.org 

 

Record your electronic prescreens for colleges that require them. Follow instructions exactly. You 

do not need to hire a professional videographer. Have a plain background, good lighting and 

sound. If singing, be sure your voice can be heard clearly above the accompaniment. 

Have your headshot and resume completed, and audition outfit chosen. My favorite photog is: 

Kelseyedwardsphoto.com 
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Begin plotting your audition schedule and making travel plans. MacTheatre has a College Audition 

Master Planner posted under CURRENT STUDENTS at mactheatre.com, but you can create your 

own with an Excel spreadsheet. Keep up-to-date files on each school. Participate in mock 

auditions and master classes.  

 

College Auditions begin! 

Many of the college auditions are conducted on-campus. However, about 50 colleges hold 

regional auditions during the National Unified Auditions. Unifiedauditions.com 

 

Sort out your acceptances/deferrals/ waitlists/rejections. Visit ALL schools to which you have 

been accepted. Compare scholarships/tuition. 

 

This is the national reply-by date. You must make your final college decision by this date and have 

placed your deposit. Review your Students' Bill Of Rights: 

Students Bill of Rights.pdf  
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Chicago, Wright State University 

 

Whether you’re an actor, dancer, musician, or visual artist, the summer break is a great time to 

focus on your craft and to pave the road for a fun and rewarding future in the arts. You don’t 

have to give up your summer vacation, but while there’s a reprieve from the heavy school 

workload, you can take a few simple steps to help set yourself up for success. 
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1. Find a summer arts program (before it fills up) – For every discipline in the arts, there is a 

summer arts program. Each ranges in type and style, and they can run anywhere from a week or 

two to more than a month in length. However, many students have signed up months ago, and 

the better programs are filling fast so move quickly if you’re interested.  

 

2. Prepare your audition – While requirements for auditions can vary from one theater college 

to another, you will typically need to supply each program with a resume of your theater 

experience, a recent photo, and music for the accompanist if appropriate. For most situations, 

you should prepare two contrasting monologues. Musical theater auditions generally require one 

up-tempo musical selection and one ballad, as well as a monologue from a play or musical of your 

choice. In total, your college audition pieces shouldn’t go beyond 5 minutes. Here are a few tried 

and true keys to audition success: 

 

 Select age-appropriate audition material 

 Choose a monologue in which you speak to another person 

 Know your monologue context by reading the entire play 

 Play only one character and memorize your selection 

 

3. Perfect your portfolio – Similar to an audition for performing artists, your portfolio should 

represent you and your work in the best light. The pieces you select should illustrate diversity in 

technique and variety in subject matter. You may display work in any medium (oils, watercolors, 

pastels, photography, etc.), and you can incorporate classroom assignments, independent 

projects, and sketchbook material. Specialized art colleges look for an average of ten art pieces, 

but only be sure to include only your finest work. As you narrow your list of potential colleges, 

get to know the requirements for each, so you can begin to plan for specific portfolio additions 

and adjustments. 
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4. Match your college criteria – Too many students trade in personal fit in pursuit of school 

reputation. Visual and performing arts students, in particular, should search for a college that fits 

their personality, interests and goals. It’s easy to be impressed by the prestige of a top 

professional school or arts department and overlook whether the program is right for you. 

Naturally, you should speak with your art, music, drama, or dance teachers about the reputation 

of the colleges you are considering. Ask the colleges about career opportunities for graduates 

and what sort of success alumni have had in your area of the arts. Create an organized list of 

schools with a checklist of components and notes that will ultimately help you determine the 

best fit for your needs. 

 

5. Take a campus road trip – You can’t replace the experience of visiting colleges, walking the 

campus, and asking questions about academics, student life, and your specific areas of interest. 

As an arts student, you will likely have more to consider than students in other majors. The 

location of your college may be higher on your list of key factors. Access to professional venues 

such as museums, galleries, theaters, and concerts may be a consideration. The opportunity to 

perform, exhibit, and have active internships may also be important elements in your arts 

education. Keep in mind that if you want to get an accurate sense of student life on campus, 

you’ll need to return during the school year. Nonetheless, summer college road trips can be of 

great value at a more relaxed pace. 
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The following programs grab the attention of the heads of college theatre programs when seen 

on a resume: 

1. Boston Conservatory Musical Theater Dance Intensive 

2. Broadway Artist Alliance  

3. Broadway Dance Collective- Gathered 

4. Broadway Dreams  

5. Broadway Theatre Project 

6. French Woods  

7. Interlochen 

8. Jacob’s Pillow Summer Musical Theatre Dance 

9. Stagedoor Manor 

10. The Performing Arts Project 

11. Yale Summer Conservatory 
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HOUSTON SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL SUMMER CONSERVATORY 

(UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON) – HOUSTON, TX 

The Houston Shakespeare Summer Conservatory is a two-week workshop of concentrated 

instruction in acting, voice and movement. This exciting intensive study will culminate in 

performances in conjunction with the Houston Shakespeare Festival at Miller Outdoor Theatre. 

http://www.uh.edu/class/theatre-and-dance/community-outreach/houston-shakespeare-

fest/ 

  

YOUNG ACTORS CONSERVATORY (YAC) AT STAGES REPERTORY 

THEATRE CO. – HOUSTON, TX 

The Young Actors Conservatory (YAC) is a unique summer intensive that offers conservatory-style 

training for high school students. Led by recognized theatre professionals, YAC master classes 

encourage participants to explore every facet of dramatic production.  Using a total immersion 

method, students develop scripts; create costumes, sets and props; design lights and sound; learn 

movement and voice techniques; and rehearse and perform roles. Building on what they’ve 

learned, students focus on a central theme to conceptualize, write, design and perform an 

original theatre piece, combining the students’ own material with texts taken from the work of 

well-known writers. The program culminates in a fully realized production of this work at Stages 

Repertory Theatre. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Young-Actors-Conservatory/57000048143 
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TEXAS ARTS PROJECT (TAP) – MUSICAL THEATRE 

Musical Theatre at TAP is an intense three-week program including acting, dance and voice. 

Classes range from private voice lessons to choreography sessions where students study original 

choreography from Broadway’s greats such as Bob Fosse and Michael Bennett. As musicians, 

students are guided through song-study and learn how to sing like their favorite Broadway pros: 

safely and healthily. This study of musical theatre acting focuses on storytelling through song 

with students each leaving camp with several new songs ready for audition or performance. 

http://texasartsproject.com/programs-of-study/senior-camp-ages-14-18/musical-theatre/ 

  

TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY SUMMER THEATRE CAMP – SAN MARCOS, 

TX 

During the two weeks of camp, students will participate in theatre classes taught by Texas State 

University faculty and guest instructors.  Each student will audition for and be cast in a one-act 

play that will be performed for an audience of family and friends at the end of the two weeks. 

http://www.theatreanddance.txstate.edu/Students/Opportunities1/Summer-Camp.html 

  

TEXAS MUSICAL THEATRE WORKSHOP – AUSTIN, TX 

The Texas Musical Theatre Workshop is a collaboration between the musical theatre faculties of 

The University of Texas at Austin and Texas State University. The TMTW offers an opportunity for 

high school students to gain pre-professional training in acting, singing, dancing, auditioning and 

performing taught by Broadway professionals and university theatre faculty. 

http://www.texasmusicaltheatreworkshop.com/ 

  

TEXAS A&M CORPUS CHRISTI CAMP ON THE COAST – CORPUS 

CHRISTI, TX 

The Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi Summer Theatre Workshop is a two-week residential 

camp designed for high school students seeking a highly intensive and creative theatre 

experience. Participants will rehearse and perform in a one-act play. Students interested in 

performance will study acting, voice, and movement in morning classes taught by TAMU-CC 

http://www.mactheatre.com/
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Theatre faculty. Returning students will take a master class in Audition Techniques to prepare 

them for college auditions.  Technical Theatre Students will attend classes in design, participate 

in the creation of each production’s sets, lighting, and costumes, and serve as crew for the shows. 

http://cla.tamucc.edu/theatre/events/camp.html 

  

SUMMER THEATRE WORKSHOP AT STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE 

UNIVERSITY – NACOGDOCHES, TX 

Entering its 46th year, this is the oldest program of its kind in the state of Texas. The workshop 

consists of two weeks of concentrated instruction in acting, voice and movement, or scenery, 

costumes, make-up, sound, lighting and stage management for high school students.  Workshops 

are held in both acting and design/tech. 

http://www.theatre.sfasu.edu/programs.php?link=summerworkshop. 

  

TAL LOSTRACCO’S SUMMER THEATRE CAMP AT SOUTHWESTERN 

UNIVERSITY – GEORGETOWN, TX 

Tal Lostracco’s Summer Theatre Camp at Southwestern University is a two-week intensive 

theatre camp for high school students to strengthen their skills in theatre, acting, and technical 

theatre. Students stay in dorms and are cast in one of the four productions offered. Morning 

classes include acting, dance, movement, voice, and stage combat, and afternoons are geared to 

show rehearsals. The nonprofit program is guided by a collective of artists and educators that 

have been a part of the camp since its inception in 2001. 

http://www.talscamp.com/ 

  

CAMP SHAKESPEARE, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN – ROUND 

TOP, TX 

Camp Shakespeare, a component of The University of Texas Shakespeare at Winedale Program, 

is a two-week residential camp for young people, ages 11-16, held near the small rural town of 

Round Top, Texas, with daily activity at the University of Texas Winedale Historical Center. Camp 

Shakespeare is dedicated to exploring a Shakespearean play through performance. This is an 

http://www.mactheatre.com/
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experience in daily performance, in exploring language and character, in doing, and playing-at-

play. It is not an “acting” or “theater” camp. Here, we celebrate the creative process. We do not 

rehearse “shows.” 

http://www.utexas.edu/cola/winedale/Programs/Camp-Shakespeare/Camp-Shakespeare.php 
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ARTSBRIDGE – UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA, MINNEAPOLIS, 

MINNESOTA 

ArtsBridge Summer programs are designed to hone the skills of students interested in pursuing 

musical theater and acting at the college level and beyond. ArtsBridge offers three programs: 

Musical Theatre Summer Intensive, Dramatic Acting Summer Intensive, and a Musical Theatre 

Starter Edition (San Francisco). 

http://artsbridge.com/artsbridge-summer-programs/ 

  

BALDWIN-WALLACE OVERTURES – BEREA, OH (CLEVELAND) 

An intensive week of training including: private voice lessons; daily workshop, and monologue 

and dance classes including college audition preparation with Vicky Bussert, the head of Baldwin-

Wallace’s Musical Theatre Program. Admission is limited to 15 high school juniors who audition 

for spots. 

http://www.bw.edu/academics/conservatory/outreach/smp/mth/ 

  

BOSTON CONSERVATORY SUMMER INTENSIVES – BOSTON, MA 

The Boston Conservatory offers summer intensives for high school and college students on a 

performing arts degree track.  Boco offers a Musical Theatre Summer Dance Intensive and a 

Vocal/Choral Summer Intensive. 

http://www.bostonconservatory.edu/high-school-and-collegiate-intensive-programs 
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BOSTON UNIVERSITY SUMMER THEATRE INSTITUTE (BUSTI) – 

BOSTON, MA 

The Boston University Summer Theatre Institute is a five-week program designed for those who 

wish to test their interests and abilities in a professional training environment. In this program, 

students develop confidence and technique, acquire insight and expertise, and learn to meet 

intellectual and artistic challenges. College credit is available. 

http://www.bu.edu/cfa/busti/ 

  

BROADWAY DANCE COLLECTIVE- GATHERED- NEW YORK, NY  

3 action packed days in NYC with breakout classes with Broadway Choreographers, Directors, 

Dance Captains, Tony Award Winners, Managers, Agents, Casting Directors, Music Directors, and 

over 20 Broadway performers!  Oh and did we mention seeing 2 Broadway shows starring your 

Broadway Teaching Artists with exclusive VIP talk backs with the cast after the show and staying 

in one of the Theatre Districts hippest hotels?  This will be the ultimate Broadway weekend.  

http://www.bwaycollective.com/tour/2017/6/16/nyc-convention 

  

THE BROADWAY EXPERIENCE – NEW YORK, NY 

The Broadway Experience is a musical theatre program that offers dance, voice, and acting 

classes with current Broadway professionals and master teachers. 

http://thebroadwayexperience.com/ 

  

BROADWAY THEATRE PROJECT 

A musical theatre intensive that provides its apprentices with training in the disciplines of acting, 

dancing and singing, taught by a faculty of accomplished educators and performers. 

http://broadwaytheatreproject.com/ 
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CALIFORNIA STATE SUMMER SCHOOL FOR THE ARTS THEATRE 

PROGRAM 

The California State Summer School for the Arts Theatre Program offers intensive professionally-

oriented acting training for students who are serious about exploring the craft of acting and the 

possibilities of the art of theatre in the modern world. An open mind, an adventuresome spirit, 

the desire and ability to work hard and enjoy it, the capacity to be a part of an ensemble, and a 

passion and willingness to explore a variety of approaches to acting are more important 

prerequisites for this program than extensive prior theatre experience. [note:  limited admission 

for out-of-state applicants. 

https://www.csssa.org/ 

  

PRE-COLLEGE DRAMA PROGRAM AT CARNEGIE-MELLON – 

PITTSBURGH, PA 

The Pre-College Drama Program at Carnegie Mellon University gives students the chance to 

participate in a professional training program in acting, music theatre or design/technical 

production. The program focuses on the exploration of a conservatory training program with 

emphasis on creativity, craft and discipline. 

http://www.cmu.edu/enrollment/pre-college/drama.html 

  

CINCINNATI CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC PREPARTORY DEPARTMENT 

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL THEATRE WORKSHOP – CINCINNATI, OH 

This workshop gives high school students the opportunity to explore musical theatre at one of 

the country’s most prestigious musical theatre programs.  The CCM Prep program has a rigorous 

academic musical theatre program that is condensed into a two week summer intensive for 

students.  Each day students will work with CCM Prep faculty, CCM guest faculty, area theatre 

professionals and other guests in various areas of musical theatre. The program culminates in a 

showcase on the final day in the studio theater. 

http://ccm.uc.edu/prep.html 
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COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY THEATRICAL COLLABORATION: THE ACTOR, 

THE DIRECTOR, AND THE PLAYWRIGHT – NEW YORK, NY 

Designed for students with experience in drama who are interested in developing original 

theatrical productions, the course emphasizes the working relationship between actor, director, 

and playwright, and the unique dynamic that exists between them when working on untried 

material. The program includes one week of workshops and lectures and then two weeks to the 

development of short plays to be written, directed, and acted by the students under the 

supervision of theatrical professionals. This course affords students a unique opportunity to 

experience the nuances of professional theatrical collaboration. 

http://ce.columbia.edu/high-school/nyc/junior-senior-courses/theatrical-collaboration-the-

actor-the-director-and-the-playwright 

  

EMERSON COLLEGE PRE-COLLEGE ACTING, MUSICAL THEATRE, AND 

STAGE DESIGN STUDIOS – BOSTON, MA 

The Acting Studio and the Musical Theatre Studio offer high school juniors and seniors an 

opportunity to train in an intensive pre-college acting program. Attendees polish their 

performance skills by participating in master classes and evening rehearsals. During the five-week 

program, Acting and Musical Theatre Studio students refine audition pieces and perform 

selections and scenes in a final showcase performance for peers and parents.  The Stage Design 

Studio offers high school sophomores, juniors, and seniors an opportunity to explore the 

elements of theater design. During the program, Stage Design Studio students concentrate on 

scenic design and drafting, lighting design, costume design and rendering, stage makeup, mask 

design and construction, and portfolio preparation. Students attend dynamic weekday classes to 

learn more about the tools of stage design and work on projects, and will refine their projects 

during Saturday studio hours. 

http://www.emerson.edu/academics/professional-studies/programs-high-school-

students/pre-college-studio-programs 
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INDIANA UNIVERSITY MIDSUMMER THEATRE PROGRAM – 

BLOOMINGTON, IN 

The Midsummer Theatre Program is a two-week, comprehensive study of theatre as an art 

form.  Students study acting, movement, voice, dramatic literature, musical theatre, and 

television.  In addition to daily classes, students will attend several special event workshops in 

areas such as auditioning and television production. Students will showcase their learning 

experiences from these intensive two weeks in a Final Presentation. 

http://www.indiana.edu/~thtr/news/midsummer.shtml 

  

INTERLOCHEN CENTER FOR THE ARTS HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER 

THEATRE PROGRAMS 

The Interlochen Center for the Arts offers several programs in acting and musical theatre 

including:  Musical Theatre Production, Musical Theatre Workshop, Repertory Theatre 

Production, Theatre Design and Production, and a Musical Theatre Intensive. 

http://camp.interlochen.org/high-school-theatre-summer-programs 

  

ITHACA COLLEGE SUMMER COLLEGE – ITHACA, NY 

Three-week courses are offered in Acting and Musical Theatre for high school sophomores and 

juniors (rising juniors and seniors) where students earn 3 undergraduate credits. 

www.ithaca.edu/summercollege/threeweek/threeweekcourses 
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JACOB'S PILLOW MUSICAL THEATRE DANCE - BECKET, MA 

Celebrated Broadway choreographer Chet Walker directs the Musical Theatre Dance program of 

The School at Jacob’s Pillow. During this three-week professional training program, Walker invites 

award-winning Broadway choreographers, directors, composers/arrangers, and musicians to 

collaboratively create original numbers on dancers — all at a level of intensity that mirrors the 

fast pace and rigor required to audition for and mount Broadway productions. 

www.jacobspillow.org/school/programs/musical-theatre-dance/ 

  

MPULSE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN – ANN ARBOR, MI 

The MPulse Summer Performing Arts Institute on the Ann Arbor campus offers programs in music 

performance, music technology, musical theatre, theatre, and dance. 

http://www.music.umich.edu/special_programs/youth/mpulse/ 

  

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA STAGE ELEMENTS SUMMER THEATRE 

INSTITUTE – MINNEAPOLIS, MN 

An 11-day theatre intensive led by University of Minnesota faculty who are professional artists 

from organizations including the Guthrie Theater, Children’s Theatre Company, Open Eye Figure 

Theatre and Penumbra Theatre. The STAGE ELEMENTS Summer Theatre Institute is an 

opportunity for young artists to sample the rigorous BA Performance and BFA Actor Training 

programs offered in the University of Minnesota’s West Bank Arts Quarter. 

https://theatre.umn.edu/theatre/elements 

  

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA SCHOOL OF THE ARTS SUMMER 

INTENSIVE:  DRAMA – WINSTON-SALEM, NC 

Faculty members of UNCSA’s School of Drama, along with guest artists, are the instructors in this 

three-week summer intensive, which emphasizes the process that leads to excellent 

performance.  The School’s multi-disciplinary approach to training for the stage, film and 

television carries over to the summer session. Here young acting students will spend their days 

focused on fundamentals of the craft – acting, movement and speech. Sessions in improvisation, 

http://www.mactheatre.com/
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dance, stage combat, circus skills and acting for the camera are part of the curriculum, as are 

opportunities to write, direct and perform original scripts. A workshop in auditioning will be held 

in the final week for high school seniors and college-level students who want to learn about the 

audition process for the UNCSA School of Drama degree and certificate programs. The session 

ends with a showcase of student work, to which families are invited. An intensive in Stage Combat 

is also offered. 

http://www.uncsa.edu/summersession/drama.htm 

http://www.uncsa.edu/summersession/dramacombat.htm 

  

THE NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL INSTITUTE AT NORTHWESTERN 

UNIVERSITY (CHERUBS) – EVANSTON, IL 

Northwestern’s Cherubs programs is a 5-7 week, university-based summer program for 

outstanding high school rising Seniors that offers programs in Acting, Design/Tech, and Musical 

Theatre. 

http://nhsi.northwestern.edu/theatrearts/ 

  

NYU STEINHARDT SUMMER STUDY IN MUSICAL THEATRE – NEW 

YORK, NY 

The Vocal Performance Program in Music and Performing Arts Professions at NYU Steinhardt 

offers a three-week intensive workshop during which students explore the techniques of music 

theatre performance from the perspective of an actor, singer, and dancer. The workshop employs 

both group and individual instruction, and activities include dance classes, choreography and 

musical staging rehearsals, acting and song analysis classes, private song coachings, and a series 

of master classes on subjects related to the field. The workshop culminates with a showcase 

presentation in which students perform the material they have been working on in class. Evening 

activities for the workshop participants include Broadway shows, concerts, and other cultural 

events around New York. 

http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/music/summer/musictheatre 
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NYU TISCH SCHOOL OF THE ARTS SUMMER DRAMA PROGRAM FOR 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS – NEW YORK, NY 

The Tisch School of the Arts Summer Drama Program for High School Students is a condensed 

version of the professional training that characterizes the degree program offered by NYU. It 

carries 6 college credits, and enrollment is limited.  Each week includes 28 hours of conservatory 

training at the Stonestreet Screen Acting Workshop, the Experimental Theatre Wing, the New 

Studio Summer Music Theatre Program, the New Studio Summer Acting Program, or in the 

Meisner Technique. The summer program also includes a weekly seminar (New York Theatre) on 

the breadth of the profession with Tisch faculty. 

http://specialprograms.tisch.nyu.edu/object/hsnycdrama.html 

  

OPEN JAR INSTITUTE SUMMER INSTITUTE – NEW YORK, NY 

The Open Jar Institute summer program offers five days of high intensity workshops in acting, 

singing, dance and audition technique designed for a select group of students – all taught by 

Broadway pros. Under the direction of a Broadway Associate Director/Choreographer, all 

students have the chance to work one-one-one with Broadway’s best teaching artists, vocal 

coaches, acting teachers and choreographers. 

http://www.openjarinstitute.com/Summer-Institute.html 

  

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL THEATRE PROGRAM AT OKLAHOMA CITY 

UNIVERSITY – OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 

The High School Musical Theater Program is an extension of the OCU musical theater degree 

program. Students from across the country attend the program which offers both demanding 

classroom training and on-stage experience, taught by the OCU faculty. 

http://www.okcu.edu/music/performing-arts-academy/summer/ 
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PENN STATE MUSICAL THEATRE INTENSIVE – UNIVERSITY PARK, PA 

For students who will be rising high school sophomores, juniors, and seniors, the Penn State 

Summer Program includes sessions focusing on Acting, Dance, Musical Theatre, Makeup, Set 

Design and Sound Design.Prescreens (auditions) are required for all programs. 

http://theatre.psu.edu/summer 

  

THE PERFORMING ARTS PROJECT – WINSTON-SALEM, NC 

The Performing Arts Project summer intensive is a training program held during the month of 

July on the campus of Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem, North Carolina.  In the three-

week session, students take classes in all three of the major performance disciplines: acting, 

dancing, and singing, along with countless specializations. 

http://www.performingartsproject.com/ 

  

PERRY-MANSFIELD PERFORMING ARTS SCHOOL AND CAMP – 

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS, CO 

Perry-Mansfield Performing Arts School and Camp offers a summer training program for artists 

ages 8–college. Students from across the country and around the globe take part in world 

premier productions in both theatre and dance and have the opportunity to study with some of 

the industry’s most prestigious instructors. 

http://perry-mansfield.org/ 

  

RUTGERS UNIVERSITY SUMMER ACTING CONSERVATORY – NEW 

BRUNSWICK, NJ 

The Rutgers University Summer Acting Conservatory is a four-week program designed to allow 

high school students the opportunity to experience intensive, professional actor training taught 

by accomplished professionals within the context of a college environment. 

http://www.masongross.rutgers.edu/content/rutgers-summer-acting-conservatory 
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SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY SUMMER COLLEGE FOR HIGH SCHOOL 

STUDENTS, ACTING AND MUSICAL THEATRE – SYRACUSE, NY 

This four-week program at the University of Syracuse develops performance skills and provides 

a behind-the-scenes view of theater that combines music, drama, and dance. Students 

participate in full-time, college-level theater training under the direction of acclaimed 

professional performers and teachers and complete the program with improved audition skills. 

http://summercollege.syr.edu/acting/index.html 

  

THE UNIVERSITY OF THE ARTS SUMMER INSTITUTE – PHILADELPHIA, 

PA 

The Acting + Musical Theater programs at the University of the Arts are a pre-college program 

for the serious student performer, and give a preview of the professional training program at the 

University of the Arts. 

http://uarts.edu/academics/pre-college-programs/summer-institute-theater 

  

THE UCLA ACTING AND PERFORMANCE INSTITUTE – LOS ANGELES, 

CA 

The UCLA Acting and Performance Institute is a six week intensive summer performance program 

designed for high school students sponsored by the UCLA School of Theater, Film and Television. 

The program offers an introduction to the crafts of theater with training focused on creative self 

expression, movement, improvisation, scene study, and work with masks. 

http://www.tft.ucla.edu/programs/summer-programs/summer-acting-and-performance-

institute-2/ 
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USC SUMMER THEATRE CONSERVATORIES – LOS ANGELES, CA 

The USC School of Theatre offers Summer Theatre Conservatories in Musical Theatre, 

Contemporary Theatre: Acting Intensive, and New Works: Writing, Directing, and Acting for the 

Stage.  These are conservatory-style training courses designed for students with a serious interest 

in theatre. Each of the classes culminates in a public performance held at the end of the program. 

https://dramaticarts.usc.edu/programs/summer-programs/high-school-summer-

conservatory/ 

  

US PERFORMING ARTS CAMPS 

US Performing Arts Camps are held at various college campuses and other locations across the 

US and include camps for acting, dance, voice, musical theatre and college auditions. The 

programs are taught by university/college faculty and industry professionals.  Locations include 

Georgetown, Pepperdine, Stanford, UCLA, UC Irvine, TCU, University of Massachusetts and New 

York City. 

http://www.usperformingarts.com/ 

  

THE POWERHOUSE THEATRE APPRENTICE PROGRAM AT VASSAR 

COLLEGE – POUGHKEEPSIE, NY 

Powerhouse Theater, a collaboration between New York Stage and Film and Vassar College 

includes plays, musicals, and screenplays presented in a variety of forms: readings, workshops, 

and fully staged productions. 40-50 theater students from across the country and around the 

world participate in each summer season and form the Apprentice Company. These young artists 

are exposed to a wide range of theatrical experiences and are provided with a distinctive 

opportunity to work on the development of theater productions headed for Broadway and top-

ranked theaters nation-wide. 

http://powerhouse.vassar.edu/apprentices/index.html 
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WAGNER COLLEGE SUMMER MUSIC THEATRE INSTITUTE – NEW 

YORK, NY (STATEN ISLAND) 

The Summer Music Theatre Institute (SMTI) at Wagner College gives high school students from 

around the country the opportunity to learn about all aspects of music theatre performance from 

theatre professionals in the Wagner College and New York City community. In a two-week, on-

campus intensive, students receive rigorous, college caliber training in acting, singing, 

improvisation, and dancing–taught in a supportive, professional environment. Students gain 

insights into the professional world of New York City theatre through visits from industry experts 

and trips to Broadway productions. Students are encouraged to apply early as there are a limited 

number of spots available. 

http://wagner.edu/theatre/smti/ 

  

MUNY/WEBSTER INTENSIVE FOR EMERGING YOUNG ARTISTS, ST. 

LOUIS, MO 

The Muny, a summer stock theatre, and Webster University’s Conservatory of Theatre Arts, 

jointly offer this Intensive that introduces students to life as a professional performer. While 

rehearsing alongside the Equity cast and our Muny Teens, students prepare to perform in a Muny 

production as well as attend master classes. During the second half of the Intensive, attendees 

receive pre-collegiate training from the Webster University faculty while performing each night 

for audiences of more than 10,000. Classes include acting, voice, movement and dance. Students 

can also enjoy the opportunity to earn college credit through this program. 

http://www.muny.org/eya 

  

SUMMER HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC THEATER WORKSHOP AT 

WESTMINSTER COLLEGE OF THE ARTS – LAWRENCEVILLE, NJ 

The summer High School Music Theater Workshop at Westminster College of the Arts is a two 

week program classes in acting, choreography and private voice instruction, a Musical Theater 

Showcase Revue, a concert version of a Broadway musical, and field trips to shows on Broadway 

and in Philadelphia. 

http://www.rider.edu/academics/colleges-schools/westminster-college-of-the-

arts/westminster-continuing-education/summer-camps 
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TRIPLE ARTS SUMMER INTENSIVE – NEW YORK, NY AND CULLOWEE, 

NC (WESTERN CAROLINA UNIVERSITY) 

Founded by Broadway veterans, Terrence Mann & Charlotte d’Amboise, Triple Arts workshops 

build a strong foundation of skills and confidence while challenging students to reach new levels 

of personal achievement across the triple arts of the trade: singing, dancing, and acting. The 

Triple Arts series is designed to give aspiring musical theate performers the opportunity to work 

directly with top industry professionals. 

http://www.triplearts.com 

  

YALE SUMMER CONSERVATORY FOR ACTORS – NEW HAVEN, CT 

The Yale Summer Conservatory for Actors is an intensive introduction to the basic techniques of 

acting. Based on the principles of Stanislavski, this five-week program is a distillation of the acting 

curriculum at the Yale School of Drama. The Conservatory emphasizes both the personal and 

professional growth of its participants. 

http://summer.yale.edu/find-your-program/drama/summer-conservatory-actors 
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BERRIDGE PROGRAMS – LONDON, FRANCE, PARIS, OXFORD, 

EDINBURGH 

Berridge Programs started in 2007 under the name Acting Abroad. For seven wonderful 

summers, we have welcomed students from around the world to our conservatory in Normandy, 

France and more recently to our extension programs in London and Paris. This summer, we are 

proud to offer programs in Oxford and Edinburgh. We are dedicated to offering the highest 

quality programs that offer young artists the unique opportunity to combine a performing arts 

camp, college residential program and study abroad experience. 

http://www.berridgeprograms.com/index.html 

  

MUSIC THEATRE BAVARIA – OBERAUDORF, GERMANY 

Music Theatre Bavaria offers both a musical theater intensive and an opera intensive. In German, 

the term Musiktheater translates to the genre of opera, operetta and musical theater.  Theater 

Bavaria offers the combination of a culturally enriching study abroad experience and a serious 

professional training program in which students choose an emphasis in either opera or musical 

theater, and the opportunity for cross-over training. 

This program requires applicants to be 18 or have graduated from high school. 

http://www.musictheaterbavaria.org/index.php 
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British-American Drama Academy 

The Midsummer Conservatory Program (MCP) is designed for serious sixteen to eighteen year 

old students of theatre and concentrates on three approaches to acting Shakespeare: text-based 

preparation, characterisation and movement. The program’s principal objective is to assist 

students in developing their skills as classical Shakespearean actors so that they are better able 

to meet the challenges of college, conservatory or drama school. 

http://www.badaonline.com/programs/midsummer-conservatory-program/ 

  

NARNIA ARTS ACADEMY, MUSICAL THEATRE INTENSIVE – NARNI, 

ITALY 

The Narnia Festival and International Summer Training Program includes world-renowned artists, 

teachers and young students, including The Juilliard School in New York, Mozarteum Salzburg, 

Miami University, Vienna University and the Academy of the Teatro alla Scala. The program 

includes a Musical Theatre Intensive. The Narnia Arts Academy mixes music, art, education and 

tourism, by uniting culture and geography in an interdisciplinary initiative aimed at the 

dissemination and comprehension of the arts and understanding of the architectural and 

historical heritage, combined with the strong spiritual charge of the Umbrian region. The result 

is a rich program of events, which includes concerts, conferences, lessons, master classes, 

workshops, programs for young people, exhibits and guided tours. 

www.narniafestival.it 
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Ithaca College 

 

It’s officially October, which for you high school seniors out there means the college search and 

admissions process is in full swing. If you’re applying for a degree in music, theatre, or dance, 

there’s even more on your plate.  You will almost certainly have to do a live audition before you’re 

officially accepted into a program. You’ve no doubt thought about that already and have maybe 

even started preparing for it. 

What you may not be as familiar with is the concept of a prescreen video. This is a recorded 

audition of sorts that some programs require as a prerequisite to a live audition. College reps and 

admissions counselors will review your prescreen video before inviting you to audition for a spot 

in their program. It’s kind of a big deal. 
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You gotta get technical 

If you’re not super tech savvy, don’t worry. There are basic steps you can take to ensure a grade 

A recording, like using a good digital camera. You don’t have to rush out and buy an expensive 

device; even point -and-shoot digital cameras have good resolution nowadays. Whatever camera 

you use, you have to make sure it’s on stable surface, like a tripod, and has the functionality to 

transfer your recording to a computer. Also, know how to convert your video file to an mp4, the 

standard file type for videos (not sure how to convert a video? Click here.) You should also make 

sure your aspect ratio is the standard 4:3. This will ensure your prescreen won’t be distorted 

when the reviewers watch it. 

 

Location, location, location 

You don’t want to record your prescreen video just anywhere. Choose a quiet, clutter-free space 

with a plain background. You don’t necessarily have to record on your prescreen on a stage, but 

you want a space that is comparable. 

 

The better to see you with, my dear… 

You have to be well-lit. Natural light is best, but artificial light, like lamps or reflectors, can be 

useful to minimize shadows. Do some test shots to make sure your face is clearly visible and that 

your eyes “pop.” To avoid looking washed out, wear a solid color that compliments your skin 

tone. 

 

Come again? 

Just like lighting, sound is an important part of your prescreen video. You have to be heard clearly. 

An external microphone will definitely help, but there are other quick fixes you can do to enhance 

sound quality, like eliminate ambient noise. If you’re recording in your home, which is a totally 

viable option, make sure you can’t hear the TV in the other room, or the dishwasher or washing 

machine. Have someone monitor (listen) to your audio through headphones as you record. Doing 

this will help you hear what background noise the mic is picking up. You’ll be surprised. Use sound 

absorbers in the recording space, like padded furniture and rugs. If you’re recording a musical 

prescreen, make sure you are louder than your accompaniment. If you’re recording a dance 

prescreen, make sure there’s someone to cut off and cue your music. 

http://www.mactheatre.com/
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You’re the star 

In the end, the prescreen is about your performance. Perform your piece directly to the camera, 

and frame your entire body or from the waist up for music and theatre prescreens. Dance 

prescreens will need a wider shot. Don’t zoom in for extreme facial close-ups, even for the slate, 

but do smile during your slate and show your personality to the reviewers. Adjust your 

performance for camera in gestures and blocking. You generally want a dialed down performance 

for your prescreen. Most importantly, re-record as many times as you want. 

Nailing your prescreen video will set you up for success at your live audition and provide you with 

an awesome introduction to the decision-makers 

DO: Dress for the audition. Even though this is on video, that doesn't mean it's not a real audition. 

Dress as if you were going to a campus for the audition. 

DON'T: Show JUST your face. The faculty wants (and sort of needs) to see your whole body in the 

shot at some point in the audition, at least from the knees up. 

DO: Pick pieces that suit you as an individual. To put it in the most eloquent way I can imagine, I 

will just quote our Head of Acting at Coastal, Monica Bell: "I suppose that this is a rule for all of 

our auditions, not just video pre-screens, but choose pieces that let us as a faculty get to know 

YOU. I want to get to know you through your material, to experience your work as an individual." 

DON'T: Make your pieces too long. Follow the guidelines that were given to you by the school on 

their auditions website. Although it's possible for you to sing the entire song in your audition, it's 

not a good idea. 16-32 bar cuts are used for a reason, and going over doesn't make the viewers 

watch any more of your singing or monologue, it just makes them fast forward to the end. 

Now I'm not going to promise that if someone follows the guidelines perfectly they will pass the 

pre-screen of any program. Sometimes, students are extremely talented and make well put-

together, professional videos…and they still aren't invited to audition. There are forces at work 

outside of everyone's control, and they usually boil down to "Not what we're looking for this 

year." As much of a bummer as that is, this process gives students a chance to move on to the 

rest of the eggs in their basket. Time and hard work will lead everyone to the place that is the 

right fit for them. Sometimes it just takes a few long days with a camera (and quite a few school 

visits!) in order to find home. 

 

 

 

http://www.mactheatre.com/


 

 95 www.mactheatre.com 

IN HIS EXCELLENT BOOK Acting Professionally, Robert Cohen suggests 

that an actor needs a strong personality. For him, the most undesirable 

quality for an actor is to be bland — a "good little boy or girl"— nice, 

dull and unmarketable. 

Musical theatre is a frankly presentational form of theatre — generally, 

we do not burst into song or dance at moments of crisis. This raises the 

stakes for the musical theatre performer and emphasizes the need for 

a magnetic stage presence, a confident air and a unique personality. 

These qualities should be evident in a musical theatre audition. They can transform a routine 

audition into a memorable one and make us eager to enroll you as a student. 

The personality you project is the basis for your audition. It includes the clothes you wear, the 

way you introduce your material and your ability to answer questions. Even the materials you 

choose to perform can be revealing. But remember, please, personality is not an 

alien persona affected for the occasion — it is just the simple use of the characteristics that make 

you distinctive as a performer and a human being. 

TO ASSIST YOU in selecting suitable songs or monologues, you may want to consider some 

simple DOs and DON'Ts of Musical Theatre auditions. 

 DO avoid overly familiar material, songs that are performed continuously. There is a 

wealth of material from which to choose without resorting to "Much More," "I Can't Say 

No," "All That Jazz," "If I Were a Bell" or "Can't Help Loving That Man of Mine." 

 DO avoid songs associated primarily with particular artists. "New York, New York" is Liza's 

song, "Don't Rain on My Parade" is Barbra's and "Over the Rainbow" is Judy's. 

Comparisons are inevitable. 

 DO avoid the current hit from the current Broadway smash or revival. These songs are 

simply performed too often at auditions to work to your advantage. 

 DO NOT present a choreographed routine. Dance skills are evaluated at the dance 

audition. DO, however, approach the material with a free body and move whenever 

http://www.mactheatre.com/
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appropriate. Body movement should be relaxed (not casual) and should not "illustrate" 

the lyrics (pointing at your head then at your watch on the words "I know now.")  

 DO select material suitable for youthful performers. Many students hide behind phony 

elderly voices and mannerisms, the characterizations that won them acclaim in the high-

school play. Remember, we want to see who you are.  

 DO NOT attempt songs obviously created for mature characters -- song such as "I'm Still 

Here," "Send in the Clowns," "Fifty Percent," "Rose's Turn" and any Sondheim song 

written for a mature character.   

 DO beware of choices that are difficult to perform under stressful conditions. Many of the 

patter songs ("If," "Another Hundred People," "Funny," "Giants in the Sky") are 

notoriously difficult and require careful coordination between pianist and singer. These 

songs are hard to perform without adequate rehearsal and under the naturally 

competitive circumstances of an audition.  

 DO avoid excessively emotional pieces. It is difficult to build a sentiment quickly and 

convincingly. In her concert appearances, the legendary Lena Horne sings the song 

"Stormy Weather" twice because, as she says, she has to "build up to it." And consider 

that selections like the transformation scene from Jekyll and Hyde without the benefit of 

costume, make-up and lighting are often unintentionally hilarious in the unforgiving light 

of an audition room.  

 DO NOT imitate your favorite performers. Don't moonwalk like Michael, pout like 

Bernadette or clutch the air like Mandy. And please don't wear a white half-mask or a 

lion's head.  

 DO NOT outstay your welcome, argue if you are cut off in mid-note, or be evasive about 

your head voice, chest voice, legit experience, range or dance expertise. Answer questions 

in a straightforward manner that expresses your individuality. "Well, I can move!" ranks 

as the most often heard evasion in answer to a question about previous dance training.  

 DO bring sheet music in the correct key and with all cuts or 

repetitions clearly marked. DO place your music in a binder or tape the sheets together 

for the benefit of the accompanist. DO speak clearly to the pianist and articulate the tempi 

by singing a few phrases. This is preferable to snapping your fingers or yelling "Faster," 

"Too fast," or "Slow Down" in the middle of "Ol' Man River" or "Corner of the Sky." And 

please note that if we do not feel your songs adequately represent your vocal range, we 

may ask you to perform some simple vocal exercises at the keyboard or present another 

song.  
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IN SELECTING A MONOLOGUE, DO pick material that reflects your strengths as a performer, suits 

your age and demonstrates the image you wish to create. Differentiate between monologues 

that have literary value (good pieces of writing) and those that are dramatic (they play well). Opt 

for the latter.  

 DO select a piece that allows you to make strong acting choices. Most importantly avoid 

those hackneyed pieces that elicit groans from the adjudicators ("Tuna fish" from 

Laughing Wild, "I brushed my hair" from The Fantasticks, "Peter Pan" from 'Dentity Crisis, 

"Sunbonnet Sue" from Quilters and pieces from the often-performed Brighton Beach 

Memoirs, Biloxi Blues, The Odd Couple, Night Luster, Nuts andBoys Life.) Avoid 

monologues from anthologies, and, of course, read the entire play before attempting to 

perform the speech.  

 DO NOT select pieces that attempt to shock with their use of bad language or obscene 

physical action. Auditors are never shocked but often bored! Present the material 

naturally, and remember that you are using the words of others in order to sell yourself. 

Through your choice of material and your performance behavior, show yourself to be a 

person of taste, confidence, sincerity and sensitivity.  

 DO NOT perform material written for a character significantly younger or older than you 

are and avoid pieces written in dialect. We want to hear your voice expressing emotion 

or making us laugh. Yes, you may use a chair, but no props or costumes — and if you must 

do "Glass Marbles" from Talking With, please DO NOT drop them on the floor! 

 

IN THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS we offer some general advice about the process of 

auditioning. The advice may be "common-sensical," but it will help you present yourself in a 

mature and professional way. 

 Look your best. Dress casually but neatly in clothes that allow freedom of movement. 

Present yourself as a prospective student who will be fun to teach and highly employable 

after graduation.  

 For the dance audition, you may want to invest in some basic dance wear. Women should 

wear character shoes, jazz shoes or ballet slippers, leotards, tights, dance skirts or non-

bulky warm-up wear. Men should wear jazz or ballet shoes, tights, t-shirts or shorts. 

Sneakers are not recommended -- how can you do a double pirouette when your Nikes 

keep you nailed to the floor?  
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 DO consider your deportment. That means the way you behave (and are seen to behave) 

from the moment you arrive at the audition to the moment you leave. Show that you are 

well prepared and have done your research about the school and the program. Ask 

intelligent questions, exude confidence as you enter the room, say your name with 

authority, answer questions in a provocative way, look your best, thank the faculty for 

their attention and leave with the air of a job well done. And if you are really interested 

in pursuing the program, write a note to the faculty on your return home.  

 DO be confident. Like yourself. Be proud of who you are. In short, make the 

faculty want to teach you. Arouse their interest through the sheer force of your 

personality. Dare to be different -- in other words, true to yourself.  

 DO ask questions about the school or the program if you wish. Remember you are 

auditioning the faculty, too. But how shall we say this -- keep the questions logical and to 

the point. Take the opportunity to talk to the current musical theatre majors— they'll be 

happy to give you the dirt on the school, the faculty, the classes and the productions. Just 

remember, they often give us feedback on the behavior of prospective students, too.  

Please do not expect the pianist to transpose your music on sight and, please, do not ask us to 

watch you "lip-synch" to a pre-recorded tape! Bring your accompaniment on an I-Pod or CD (no 

cassette tapes, please.) We will provide the sound equipment, though, of course, you are 

welcome to use your own. 

NO-ONE CAN SUCCEED in musical theatre without skills in its three component areas. These are 

the areas we assess during your audition. We try to gauge your level of accomplishment in each 

and in all three as a whole. 

But we are also looking for more than mere accomplishment. Your skills must be complemented 

by drive, commitment, confidence and like-ability. Your performance can be greatly enhanced by 

the way you present yourself -- in fact the "packaging" can transform a pleasant audition into a 

striking one. Your aim is simple: to convince the auditors that you are the student we most need 

for the success of our program. 

With careful planning you can do just that. If you can audition successfully for a college program 

by applying these simple guidelines, you will have acquired a skill that will stand you in good stead 

throughout your career in musical theatre. 
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I say it over and over, but it bears repeating. The college auditors just want to see you. They do 

not want you to play a part, portray a role, or disguise yourself in any way. This is why one of the 

cardinal rules for college auditions is no dialects or accents. When you walk in that audition room, 

the reps have just a few minutes to get to know you. So you need to make it easy for them to see 

your true self.  

“Be yourself” is the motto. That sounds simple enough, but for a 17-year-old high school student, 

this can be more difficult than it sounds. The tendency is to out-perform the person in the room 

before you, choose material that auditors will never forget, and show them all the wonderful 

facets of your talent. But auditors tell me this is actually not what they want to see. First of all, in 

a two-to-five-minute audition there is no way to show everything you can do, so trying to do that 

will always fail. You will end up showing them nothing all. They want to see you perform material 

that you sincerely resonate with, prepared in the simplest way that shows them something 

specific about you as a person. Surprisingly, the subtlest most honest audition performance will 

often leave the strongest impression.   

But first, you will need to do some internal digging and thoughtful introspection in order to know 

what part of yourself you want to share in the audition room. This can be a challenge as many 

teens are still trying to figure out who they are. Be aware that your chosen material is a direct 

reflection of your personality. Determine the answers to questions such as: Are you passionate 

about politics? Do you champion any social causes? Are you sensitive and shy, or the goofy class 

clown? Are you the responsible leader and organizer, the quirky offbeat best friend, the hopeless 

romantic, or the athlete? Begin to know you are so you can show who you are.  

I have outlined some simple steps to get you started. 
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 Take a personal assessment by quizzing your friends, family, and teachers. Ask each of 

them to give you four adjectives that describe your personality. This is a fun way to see 

what kind of impression you make with those who know you best. 

 Choose four celebrity performers you think are most like you and why. This can include 

physical appearance, personality, and talent. Also note what kind of roles they typically 

play. 

 

 Choose material that is age appropriate and within your life experience. Don’t perform 

roles that are considerably older than you or going through something that is outside of 

your direct world of knowledge. Use the information gathered in the personal assessment 

when looking for material. 

 Your material should reflect your own understanding of how you will be cast and what 

type you are, while at the same time revealing something personal about who you 

genuinely are as a person. Tally the most common adjectives that friends, family, and 

teachers used to describe you and let that be your guide. Compare audition material with 

your celebrity performers list and the roles they typically play.  

 

You will begin to find similarities and consistencies in the way people view you and in the material 

that speaks to you. Trust that you are enough. And as Oscar Wilde said, “Be yourself. Everyone 

else is already taken.” 

Break a leg!  
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Carnegie Mellon Drama 

 

Finding the right monologues for college auditions is one of the biggest challenges facing teen 

actors, but here are some easy ways to start your search for the perfect college audition 

monologue. Remember, college auditors want to see the real you, so let your genuine self-shine 

through. 
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 Try searching The Monologuer right at Backstage.com, which has a varied library 

including classical material. 

 Subscribe to email lists of Samuel French and Dramatists Play Service. You will receive 

regular updates with the newest published script. And they provide character and plot 

summaries. 

 Bookmark the NY Times’ theater section and read reviews daily. Read the reviews each 

day and, in addition, familiarize yourself with what is playing in regional theaters. 

 Regularly visit the Drama Book Shop’s website. They have a “play of the week” including 

a synopsis that may be of interest. 

 Peruse the Playwrights Horizons online bookshop. A small but significant collection of 

new plays recently produced 

 Search Playscripts.com. They have a section called “high school category” with age-

appropriate scripts. 

 Go to the library and thumb through scripts. Look for large blocks of text and note the 

monologues that speak to you. The words should feel like something you yourself would 

say in a way that you would say them. 

These are all methods I personally use as I am constantly reading new plays and learning about 

young up-and-coming playwrights. Enjoy the process. It is every actor’s responsibility to have 

material at the ready. You might also want to stockpile evergreen audition material you can use 

for later auditions or classwork once you get into college. And it’s always a good idea to have 

extra pieces in case the college auditors ask if you have anything else? You want to be able to 

say, “Why yes I do!” 
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Oklahoma!, Wright State University 

For musical theater college auditions, you will be asked to sing two songs. Typically the colleges 

will require an up-tempo and a ballad. Requirements can range from contemporary pop/rock to 

golden age traditional musical theater. And for a few schools, an aria in a foreign language will 

be required. You will need to prepare 32-bar cuts and 16-bar cuts of each of your song choices 

as each school has different length requirements.  

http://www.mactheatre.com/


 

 104 www.mactheatre.com 

Because you will be auditioning for a number of different colleges, it is easy to see that your book 

of college audition song rep will house a variety of music. The most basic book of rep will contain 

five songs. Your book needs to be well organized and sheet music cuts must be clearly marked.   

Remember that the pianist will be meeting you for the first time and needs to get in sync with 

you without delay. Anything you can do to make his or her job easier will benefit your audition! 

Make things easy for your accompanist with these simple steps: 

 Make sense out of your music cuts. 

 Avoid those little bumps in the road in your sheet music. 

 Present yourself as a professional. 

 

1. Using a Sharpie, put brackets toward music that is sung, and brackets away from music 

that is cut. Brackets should span the entire grand staff, from top staff to bottom staff, and 

should be drawn right on the bar line. 

2. Strike through music that is not played. Don’t scribble it out. 

3. Write “start” above the initial bracket, and “finish” above the final bracket. 

4. Write tempo changes, fermatas, ritards, etc., in both the vocal and piano parts. 

5. If cuts don’t start on the first page, write the opening tempo above the initial bracket. 

 

Extra tip: Don’t mark up your only copy of the music. Always keep a clean, full copy. This allows 

you to make additional copies to mark up for various cuts of the song. 

Have a great audition, and avoid any mishaps by working together. Thank your accompanist by 

name after your audition.  
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Peter Pan, Wright State University 

 

Student actors should expect that college auditions will vary from one school to another; no two 

auditions are exactly the same. However, there are some rules about auditions that are always 

the same: be prompt, have a current headshot and résumé, know your program, practice proper 

audition etiquette, etc.  

In the spirit of those always-the-same rules, I offer some commonalities to help take the mystery 

out of what happens in the college audition room. Although there can be exceptions from time 

to time, here are some general things you can expect. 

  

http://www.mactheatre.com/


 

 106 www.mactheatre.com 

For Musical Theater Auditions With an Accompanist 

1. When you enter the room, smile and say hello to the person conducting the audition, but 

don’t expect to shake hands. 

2. The person conducting the audition will likely be seated behind a table. Hand him/her 

your stapled headshot and résumé. 

3. Take your book of song repertoire to the accompanist. Greet him at the piano and open 

your book to the two songs you plan to sing. Show the pianist your cuts (clearly marked) 

and set your tempo. Do this by softly singing a few bars of the song. Do not snap your 

fingers or tap on the piano. Setting tempo should only take a few moments.  

4. Walk to the center of the room and tell the person conducting the audition what you plan 

on singing. Then, find a place on the wall just above the his/her head to place your focus. 

Do not look at them directly in the eyes while you are performing. 

5. Give your accompanist a cue with a nod of your head, and begin singing.  

6. When you are finished singing your songs, smile and look at the person conducting the 

audition to signify you’re finished. 

7. For the monologue portion of the audition, slate your pieces to the person conducting 

your audition. If you are only performing one monologue, it should be your “thumb print.” 

This is the monologue that is the most like you. If you are performing two monologues, 

begin with your thumb print. Find that same spot on the wall to place your focus, then 

begin. 

8. When you have finished, hold for three seconds, then break and smile at the person 

conducting your audition to signify you’re finished. Do not say thank you immediately 

after you finish. 

9. If there are no questions, retrieve your book of rep from the pianist and thank him/her. 

Lastly, thank the person conducting your audition for his/her time as you exit the room 

with a smile. 

The entire audition will probably last about five minutes. 
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For Musical Theater audition With Recorded Tracks 

The only difference involves your playback device.  

1. Once you enter the audition room and have handed your headshot and résumé to the 

person conducting your audition, place your playback equipment on a table or chair made 

available for you near the center of the room.  

2. Be sure your playback is fully charged with no need to plug into a wall socket. Most 

students use an iPod or iPhone with docking station, or a small portable CD player.  

3. When your audition is over, retrieve your playback equipment and exit with a smile and 

a thank you. 
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 You have the type and length of material needed  

 You have material that you think is well-written and that you enjoy  

 

 You have a confident, positive entrance & introduction and seem happy to be there  

 You have a clean transition from your introduction to beginning the piece  

 

 You have identified a clear beginning, middle, climax, and end  

 You have clear staging that tells your story  

 You consistently perform your monologue at a comfortable distance from your auditors  

 Your monologue is physically specific and fun to perform  

 There is variety - the monologue doesn't stay on the same mood/tone Acting Choices  

 You know exactly what your character wants from those he is speaking to  

 You have a simple, clear acting objective that you believe in and care about  
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 You know your monologue and staging so well that you are free to play  

 Your voice is supported and expressive throughout  

 Every word is clearly articulated and easy to understand  

 You are easily seen throughout the monologue  

 You know your lines and staging cold - you can do them no matter what  

 It is clear what you want from the person/people you are talking to  

 You are pursuing your acting objective fully throughout the monologue  

 Your whole body is engaged in your performance  

 You have a strong, clear ending to your monologue  

 You have a clean transition to your ”thank you‘  

 

 You have a confident, positive exit from your audition, OR You are prepared to stay and 

chat if your auditors ask you to. 
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Most of you are diligently 

preparing for your college 

auditions. You may have already 

hired a college audition coach, 

started prep in a summer 

performing arts college program, 

or participated in some mock 

auditions. I shared tips on what 

goes on in the college audition 

room so that you can feel 

confident and know what to 

expect. But what about what you 

don’t expect?  

You may have heard rumors about 

gotcha questions, material adjustments, and unexpected behavior from the auditors and other 

actors. I don’t want you to be thrown off on the big day, so here are six college audition curveballs 

that might come your way, and how to bat back successfully. 

 

This is when the auditor wants to see you perform your monologues or songs in a different way. 

This does not mean they didn’t like what you did. Auditors will usually give an adjustment to see 

how well you take direction. If you have been over-coached, this could really throw you off. So 

be sure to stay fresh in your material and able to take spontaneous direction and improvise. And 

if you are given direction, listen and commit fully to the adjustment. Look at this as a wonderful 

opportunity to show what you can do. Enjoy! 
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If the college rep asks about your résumé credits or training, this can be a conversation starter 

and a great way to connect with your auditor. This is also the best reason I can think of to have 

an accurate and updated résumé! Be sure your credits are from recent productions. It is possible 

that you may be asked to perform a song or monologue from one of your past shows. In addition, 

you and the auditor may discover that you have mutual acquaintances. Engage! 

 

This may sound easier that it sounds. Just remember that you are a human being first, not just 

an actor! If the college reps ask you about yourself, they want to know something personal about 

you that is not found on your performance résumé. Suggestions: pets you have at home, hobbies 

you enjoy, travel experiences, factoids about your family, or tell a joke. Have some ideas in mind 

in case this comes up. I don’t want you to get thrown off. Ease up! 
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Your résumé is a one-page list of your significant 

theatrical experience—stage roles, training, 

education—plus your physical description and 

contact information. Its goal is to help directors know 

more about you to help them decide if you should be 

cast. It is recommended that you attach your résumé 

to the back of your headshot so you can easily make 

changes. Staple the résumé to the headshot at the 

center top and bottom, being careful not to staple 

over any of your text. If you staple just a single 

corner, it is easy for the résumé to detach from your 

headshot.  

Your headshot is part of the résumé package. Your 

attitude should be open and friendly, and warmth 

should radiate from your eyes. One very good photo 

is all you really need. Headshots should always be 8 x10 and résumés must be cut to fit. Black 

and white headshots are no longer used; all headshots need to be in color. You can have several 

headshots: theatrical (more serious), commercial (more smiley) or character (for specific types 

you can play-optional). Matte is the best finish for headshots, not semigloss. Go to a good 

photography reproduction place or ask your photographer for recommendations.  

Just as your headshot should be as professional as you can make it, so should your résumé. Your 

goal is to make it look attractive, clean, clear and complete. Think of your résumé as an audition, 

albeit an audition on paper, so be sure it is your best work. This is your professional introduction 

and is crucially important. Get your mentor or a friend to look at it and make suggestions. Avoid 

listing on your résumé any roles that you have played which you could not conceivably perform 

in a professional theater. Stick to roles that represent your age range. That way people will know 

how to cast you. Revise, reformat and improve. When you have made it as neat and professional 

as possible, get it printed at a quality duplication service. Save the original on your computer so 

you can revise and print off fresh copies as needed.  
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Typical Résumé Format  

There is a standard format for résumés that, while not a hard-and-fast rule, is typically 

followed. You use only one 8 x 10 page, so arrange your space carefully. The format will cover 

the following categories and typically are in this order. 

 

Contact Information  

Start with, logically enough, your name in boldface. Consider adding ―actor‖ or comparable 

descriptive terms such as "actor-singer-dancer." It is not essential to put your home address or 

home phone number on your résumé. Instead, create a website and use the URL as your contact 

information. The best contact information is your agent’s-once you land one. If you do get an 

agent, reproduce your résumé on their letterhead.  

 

Professional Affiliations  

Beneath your name list your professional affiliations such as SAG, AFTRA, Equity.  

 

Physical Description  

Give your physical description—height, weight, hair and eye color, and vocal range. If you’re a 

singer, specify the notes. Nonsingers will use a generic term like ―baritone‖ or ―alto.‖ Some 

actors include clothing sizes although it might not always be necessary. 

 

Experience  

This is the meat and potatoes of your résumé. It also is the most difficult to organize because 

space is limited. Subdivide it into ―film,‖ ―television,‖ ―stage,‖ ―voice-overs,‖ 

―commercials,‖ and ―other‖ such as trade shows, theme parks, or cruise ships. You’ll want to 

create columns to organize the categories.  

 Column One: Name of play or movie.  

 Column Two: Role you played.  

 Column Three: Name and location of the theatre, the director’s name. It is common to 

save space by abbreviating "director" to "Dir." If you appeared with a ―name‖ actor, that 

can be included here.  
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Usually the order is theatre credits, film credits, television credits.  

If you do commercials, state only whether you have been an on-camera and/or voice-over 

performer and whether you have a commercial reel or tape, do not list the products. Consider, 

writing ―list available on request‖ or ―reel available on request.‖ If you do have a reel, consider 

putting it on YouTube.  

Space is at a premium and it is hard to fit everything in, especially if you want to include the name 

of the theater where you performed. Unknown places will not hold much weight, but known 

theatres hold a lot of credibility. Actors may tend to exaggerate their experience to make it look 

more impressive. Be very careful: Theatre is a small village, and you might be surprised when the 

director says, ―You were in the ATL production of Lear? Hey, I was, too!‖ If you aren't truthful, 

likely you'll get caught, which is destructive to your reputation (you do not want directors making 

you the butt of jokes at the local pub, and remember that word spreads easily throughout the 

small village). Bear in mind that directors understand that young actors can't have accumulated 

a vast amount of experience, so you really don't need to embellish the facts.  

If you are just starting out, list your educational theatre experience. As you gain experience, you 

can begin replacing the amateur productions with professional appearances. This means you 

should be prepared to revise your résumé constantly.  

 

Training  

Acting, voice, dance, workshops, scene study—where you studied and with whom. If space 

permits and if the training session was substantially long, consider indicating how long you 

studied.  

 

Special Talents  

List your special skills such as juggling, acrobatics, pantomime, dance, stage combat, ability to 

speak foreign languages, any instruments that you play, if you can drive a stick shift, dialects and 

the like.  

 

Theatrical Awards and Honors  

List any accolades in your field  
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Résumé Dos And Don'ts  

DO  

 Staple your résumé to the back of your headshot (both should be 8 x 10)  

 If you have a lot of projects it is better to list the best ones  

 Use a format that makes the resume inviting and easy-to-read  

 Think about your accomplishments, roles you’ve played, characters you’ve become  

 If possible, tailor your résumé for a specific job, not just a specific industry  

 Ensure all dates link up and leave no suspicious gaps if you are using a chronological 

format  

 Make sure your cover letter is as good as your résumé  

 Tell the truth  

 

DON'T  

 Don't use a résumé that is more than one page  

 Don't staple reviews or clippings to your résumé, they just get in the way  

 Don't make the type smaller than 10 point, if you have that much experience, edit it down  

 Don't make up special skills or write things down just so to fill in the special skill area  

 Don’t list your age on your résumé. You can, however, list your age range. Get some input 

from others about what they think your age range is. It may be quite different from your 

actual age  

 Don’t include your computer proficiency on a theatrical resume, it is not necessary 

 Never lie about your experience 
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As you know, my job is to help "design your 

future." 

Take a moment to write down where you are 

(present) and where you want to be (future). 

The job of your legit media (and subsequent 

web presence) is to show and tell/sell this 

ideal, future version of you—to actually make 

that dream come true.  

Beyond honestly brainstorming your brand/business/career through the lenses of present and 

future, I want you to brainstorm a list of your role models. 

Make a list of 5-10 people whose lives, careers or businesses you admire.  

 

Now, I want you to search Google for each role model. Visit their websites and social media for 

how they're officially representing themselves today. Be sure to also visit Google Images for other 

photos of them. Save or screenshot a collection of images for each role model on your list. 

When you've completed the list of role models, take a moment to visit your photographer's 

website, too. What work of theirs do you like? Save those images to your desktop, too! 
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Now, it's time to look for similarities or trends. 

You should be able to group many of these images and plan out a structure for your photo 

shoot—to show your team what you're looking for and exactly why you picked this photographer. 

Get more than headshots. Aim for a portfolio. Literally, you're going to need... 

 Profile Picture (Headshot) 

 Cover Photos (Lifestyle Images) 

 Social Posts (Lifestyle, Outtakes and Behind-the-Scenes) 

 Aim to have strategic indoor and/or outdoor looks, and go after photos with your future 

goals in mind. 

 

All of the work on your brand/media/web presence is really about dressing for the job (or future) 

that you want. 

As such, your appearance is important! 

I recommend professional help with your wardrobe, hair and makeup. Show your team the 

images you've gathered as inspiration... but let them riff on these concepts and create something 

uniquely suited for you. 

If you do style your own shoot, I'd recommend you trick your mind by pretending as if you're the 

professional shopping and styling your role models' next shoot—not your own. 

We can often have limited views of ourselves and be very self-critical. Acting as if this shoot is for 

the website/album/show of your dreams will make the experience more fun and expansive! 

Do make sure that you keep the tags/receipts from clothes that you purchase. (This way, you can 

return them... but you didn't learn that from me.) 
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Remember this is a blueprint to help you get maximum results—a portfolio with a purpose. 

Many people (including yours truly) have some phobias about getting in front of the camera. As 

such, don't be afraid to bring a friend, your own music playlist, take a shot of espresso... whatever 

it takes for you to "drop in" and just be yourself.  

Do all of this preparation so that you can literally just have fun during your shoot! We want your 

unique light to shine through—genuine looks and smiles at the camera. 
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Ragtime, Carnegie Mellon University 

 

It seems, of late, that there are independent college audition coaches popping up everywhere. 

Every month or so during the audition recruitment season, new services appear virtually all over 

the country, in big cities and small towns, in the Northeast, the Southwest, and the Midwest. 

Those families who find themselves in the market for a college audition coach need only use 

Google to see an abundance of offerings. Some of these college advisors also work as private 

voice or acting coaches, and some are instructors at summer performing arts programs or 

training facilities. 

Currently there are about 20 private advisors throughout the country who have set up shop 

offering college audition coaching services. And that number increases substantially if you take 
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training schools, summer programs, and online companies into account. Many of those offer a 

college prep weekend or college audition workshops and seminars. And the largest coaching 

company for college auditioning, based in New York City, has about 50 individual coaches on their 

roster (most of whom are recent graduates from BFA college programs). And there are college 

theater faculty members available for private lessons and master classes focusing on college 

prep. In fact, more and more university theater, music, and dance departments now have 

summer pre-college programs. 

So what is spurring this trend? I asked my friend and colleague, Amy Rogers, who is writing a 

book on the BFA musical theater process. Amy is director and founder of the Pace University BFA 

Musical Theatre program in New York City. Their drama department has a record number of 

applicants in the thousands. 

Amy had this to say: “Roughly a third (this is a very unscientific estimate) of students we see 

audition use a coach or a coaching company to help them prepare for their college audition. The 

growing competitive nature of acceptances into BFA theater programs has helped to fuel this 

relatively new cottage industry of college audition coaches. Families have realized they need help 

navigating this often overwhelming process, which coaches tend to do very well.” 

But does coaching actually give these musical theater hopefuls an advantage in the college 

admission process? She continues,  

 

“The truth is that while students who have coaches are often very 

prepared, organized, have strong repertoire choices, and strong 

audition skills, they do not have any kind of advantage on the final 

outcome of acceptances. Talent, skill, and potential will get you 

accepted regardless if you are using a coach or not.” 

 

Colleges are reporting record numbers of applicants for theater and especially for musical 

theater. Some have told me the applicant pool has increased by as much as 20 percent in a single 

year. I joke that students are “drinking the ‘Glee’ Kool-Aid.” 

The good news for this ever-growing army of prospective students is that plenty of help out there 

exists if you feel you need it. A knowledgeable coach can help you build a list of college programs 

that fit your goals and advise you in your preparation. And a coach can help you find appropriate 

audition material in addition to coaching your performance package. 
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Navigating this very complex, highly competitive, and constantly changing college audition 

process is tricky and time consuming. So it seems only natural that a college audition coaching 

cottage industry has emerged. And with the continued rise in the number of aspiring thespian 

college applicants nationwide, it’s an industry most likely here to stay. 
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The Unified Auditions allow students to auditions for numerous university programs in one 

location over the course of a few days.  This saves the student time and money and also allows 

the university to hear a wider range of students than they otherwise may see on campus. 

There are some great advantages to attending these auditions:  You can travel to one central 

destination; Save major $ on travel; Save time for yourself and your parents;  Meet other students 

from around the United States and get a feel for how you compare. 

There are also some major disadvantages:  The universities are trying to fit in a large number of 

people in a short time, so they may not get as much attention as in on-campus auditions;  You 

don’t get to see the campus to see if its a good fit for you;  You have no opportunity to meet the 

current students;  You miss an opportunity to meet other faculty and staff.  However, you could 

always make a campus visit after your accepted.  There is no “right” answer, only what works 

best for you and your family. 

Unified Auditions website Be sure to check out the official site to verify the details and sign up. 
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